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FROM THE PASTORõS DESK 

Dear Parishioners, 

 ñFor our sake he made him to be sin who did 

not know sin, so that he might become the right-

eousness of God in him.ò That is the line from to-

dayôs second reading wherein St. Paul teaches us 

his understanding of the act of ñjustificationò by 

Jesus on the cross.  

 It is very Jewish to speak as he does here. Jew-

ish sacrifice was central to their worship, 

and the ñvictimò of the sacrifice, an ani-

mal, became the sins of the congregation 

when the Priest placed his hands over the 

victim, then killed it. The sins of the 

community died with the victim of the 

sacrifice. 

 Seeking reconciliation with God has always 

been a need of humanity. Sin has always gotten in 

the way of relationships, both human and divine. 

ñSacrifice for Sinò was a particular type of offer-

ing, the purpose of which was to attain reconcilia-

tion with God. This form would be completed with 

a meal which symbolized Godôs acceptance of the 

offering and reconciliation. 

 St. Paul saw that the offering of Jesus on the 

cross was a sacrifice, the proportion of which made 

all other sacrifices unnecessary forever, achieving 

the ñrighteousness of God.ò In our celebration of 

the Eucharist, we celebrate in sacrament what Jesus 

did on the cross, a perfect, unbloody sacrifice. We 

ñmake presentò what Jesus did. 

 Lent is a period when we are called upon to be 

conscious of our sinfulness, not to beat ourselves 

up about it, but to be more grateful for the forgive-

ness of God and the gift of Jesus who died for our 

sins. 

 Todayôs gospel speaks of how Jesus ñwelcomes 

sinners and eats with them.ò It is a very telling 

phrase that tells us a great deal about God and Je-

sus. Such an act was contrary to everything Jewish 

in his time, especially eating with them. In that cul-

ture, a person only ate with another if he were one 

with them. What was obvious to the Pharisee was 

that Jesus was not following the law and was an 

embarrassment to them. 

 That interaction led to the Prodigal Son story, 

more about the father and the other brother for the 

sake of the Pharisees. We of course learn about the 

way God looks at us when we are conscious of our 

sinfulness. God is waiting, not to hit us over the 

head, but to welcome us back as sons and daugh-

ters. 

 Religion as we know it is really about finding 

answers to deeper questions about life 

and death, pain and suffering, and vari-

ous forms of disorder, including sin. 

What do we do with our failures and our 

guilt? How can we ñplacateò God whom 

we offend by not doing his will? Will we 

have to pay for all eternity for our actions here on 

earth? 

 God has revealed Himself and answers to much 

of the above in the Jewish and Christian Scriptures. 

How would we know that his reaction to our sin-

fulness is one of love and compassion unless he 

had told us in the gospels?  St. Paul has made it 

clear in his theology that the Father willed that Je-

sus become ñlike us in all things except sin,ò so 

that he could become the ñrighteousness of God,ò 

or the one who would make things right between 

God and humanity. 

 This Lent, as we get in touch with our sinful-

ness, it is good for us to get in touch with our grati-

tude at the same time: gratitude that God has re-

vealed to us his great love for us in the Person Je-

sus, who died that we might have life in abun-

dance. 

 May God continue to bless you and all those 

dear to you. 

 Sincerely in Christ, 

 Father Pat McCaslin       

             

In This Year of the Priest  

The Lord looks into the heart. What does he 

see? We are given the gift of sight and insight. 

Look into the heart with love.  

    (1 Samuel 16: 6-13 & John 9:1 -49) 

The theme for Tuesday 

evening Mass at  

5:30 is  

ñCome to the Water.ò  

Join us. 
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Baptisms  
Our Welcome Your Child Baptism preparation pro -

gram consists of two mandatory sessions, each last -

ing two hours. All registered parents having a child 

baptized will be required to attend, even if they have 

had a child baptized before. Please plan to attend 

classes after your child has been born.  

Please call the Parish Office at 895 -0808  

to sign up for classes.  

***T HERE ARE NO BAPTISMS DURING L ENT ****  

Upcoming Classes :  

Sunday, April 11th and Tuesday, April 13th  

Class on Sunday begins after the 9:30am Mass, class 

on Tuesday begins at 7:00pm.  

Please meet downstairs in the Education Center, Rm 9.   

Upcoming Baptisms:  

Sunday, February 14th at 9:30 Mass  

Saturday, April 17th at 5:30 Mass  

Expectant Parent Blessing:  

Sunday, April 18th at 11:30 Mass  

Upcoming Lenten Dates to Remember  

 

Daily Mass, M -F at 7am, 9am  

Tuesday Mass with Fr. Pat at 5:30pm  

 

Stations of the Cross: Fridays, March 

19th and 26th at 5:30pm  

 

Fish Fry Dinners: Fridays, March 19th & 

26th.  

4:30-8:00pm in the Social Hall.  

Drive Thru also available.  

 

LIVE music with Win Lander!  

  
Bring your whole family and your friends and 

join us for baked and fried fish, macaroni 

and cheese, pancakes, grilled cheese, to-

mato soup, cole slaw, lettuce salad, tator 

tots, pop, wine & beer .  

 

Adults $8, Seniors $6, Kids 12 & under $4 

and no immediate family pays more than $25!  

CONTRIBUTIONS LAST SUNDAY 
 March 7, 2010 

Sunday collection:     $15,221  

Dollar collection:                   609 

 

 

February 2010 Actual    Operating Building/Campaign  

Monthly Income:      $  60,194     $  16,602 

  YTD* Income:          554,516       216,075  

Monthly Expenditures:           66,370   24,379  

  YTD* Expenditures:                 $567,168     $194,987 

 

Total Budget  Income    $   756,065 

Actual Total Income          770,592 

Income Over Budget     $     14,527 

 

 

*7/1/09 to 02/28/10 

2 Corinthians 8:7, 13 -14  òBut 
just as you excel in every-
thing ðin faith, in speech, in 
knowledge, in complete ear-
nestness and in your love for 
us ðsee that you also excel in 

this grace of giving. éOur de-
sire is not that others might 
be relieved while you are hard 
pressed, but that there might 
be equality.  At the present 
time your plenty will supply 
what they need, so that in 
turn their plenty will supply 
what you need.  Then there 
will be equality éò 

CLASSY SENIORS  

Reminder of the St. Patrickõs dinner on 

Tuesday, March 16th at 5:30pm in the  

Social Hall. Entertainment Exit 41.  

Join your fellow parishioners in repre-

senting SJV at the pro -life Living Ro-

sary on Sunday, March 21st at 3:00pm 

at St. Pius X Church - 6905 Blondo St.  

GIFT BEARERS:  The new 

schedule for April 4th through 

August 1st is now available on 

the table in the Narthex. Please 

pick one up.  
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RELIGIOUS 

EDUCATION  

895-0896 
 

Wednesday, March 17th  

 4:15pm RE Classes-Education Center  

 6:00pm RE Classes-Education Center  

 7:30pm RE Classes-Education Center  

PRAYING  FOR  VOCATIONS  

31 Club Members  

 

Monday, March 15 : Bob Dietsch, Nona Furlong, 

Lorraine Siemek  

Tuesday, March 16th : Joyce Dolton  

Wednesday, March 17 : Rita Pecha, Michele 

Rooney   

Thursday, March 18 : Phyllis Finn, Marianne 

Hayduk, Virginia Spethman  

Friday, March 19 : Shirley Des Rosiers, Lois Giv-

ens  

Saturday, March 20 : Dee Hobza, Trix Meyers  

Sunday, March 21 : Mary Johnson  

 

Itõs easy to participate. Pick a date and attend 

an extra Mass each month on that date to pray 

for an increase in vocations.  

 

For more information on how you can become a 

member of the 31 Club please call the office at 

895-0808 or email mjohnson@sjvomaha.org.  

St. John Vianney Parish Community Lenten  

Outreach Program 2010  

 
Fifth Sunday of Lent, March 21st   

òI was lonely and you visited me.ó 

We can help the ill and elderly reach out to their 

friends and family members. Please bring blank 

greeting cards or sets of greeting cards (and appro-

priate postage) which will be collected for delivery 

to the residents of the Good Samaritan Center and 

the Millard Manor.  

Please leave your donations in the marked contain-

ers in the Narthex. Thank you for your generosity.  

During Lent our Pre -K through 6th grade Reli-

gious Education students will be 

baking and selling delicious treats 

during our Fish Dinners to raise 

money for Heifer International. 

Our 7th -9th graders will be rais-

ing funds for various projects. 

Some students will work the Bake 

Sales, some will be collecting money after Masses 

and all  will be baking! Thank you for your contin-

ued support of our Religious Education students.  

Adult Volunteers Needed  

St. John Vianney provides one meal a month at 

the Stephen Center. We are in need of adult vol-

unteers on the first Thursday of the months of 

March through November. We meet and load up 

the food at St. John Vianney at 3:30 and head to 

the Stephen Center. If you can help us out, 

please call Trix Meyers at 330 -5328. 

Childrenõs Bible Stories 

BIBLE: Stories from the Old and New Testa-

ment  is a high quality, hard cover, fully illus-

trated, easy to read book containing 102 Bible 

Stories. It will be available for purchase after 

Masses the next two weekends. For only $10 

each, this book would make a great gift for chil-

dren. You pick it up right away so you will have 

it for Easter or First Communion. It is a very 

fine addition to anyoneõs homeñgreat for 

Grandpa and Grandma, too.  

This Easter season we will provide the  

opportunity for you to have flowers placed 

in the Church in honor or relatives and 

friends who have died or in thanksgiving of 

blessings received during the year. PLEASE   

INCLUDE  THE  NAME (S) OF  YOUR  LOVED  ONES  

AND  $10 FOR  EACH  NAME  IN  THE  EASTER  L ILY  

MEMORIAL   ENVELOPE  IN  YOUR  ENVELOPE  

PACKET . The names of your loved ones will be 

posted in the bulletin Easter Sunday. (We regret 

that any names turned in after Tuesday, 

March 23rd  cannot be posted.) 


