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FROM THE PASTORõS DESK 

Dear Parishioners, 

 Lent points us to baptism, not only of those in 

RCIA, but also to the ñofficialò renewal of our bap-

tismal promises in the Easter Liturgy. On that day we 

summarize our Lenten intentions for a revival of the 

direction of our discipleship to reject sin and to pro-

fess our faith once again. 

 On my recent trip to the Holy Land we saw the 

Jordan River at various points of travel. The two ma-

jor stops were at the monastery of the 

Essenes at Qumran, and at a spot that has 

been developed for people to be baptized. 

I mentioned before how we celebrated 

Mass in the ruins at Qumran on the Sun-

day Feast of the Baptism of Jesus by John 

the Baptist. Our location was very near 

the Jordan and according to tradition was 

the spot where Jesus was in fact baptized. 

 The beauty of that place for me was the combina-

tion of the meaning of the baptism by John when the 

Father announced that ñThis is my beloved Son, lis-

ten to Him,ò and the fact that this event was the be-

ginning of his public life. Immediately afterwards he 

went on the forty day fast in the desert. For me, the 

setting at Qumran added to the excitement since it is 

the place of the Dead Sea Scrolls which have helped 

scholars better understand the language of the scrip-

tures. Besides that, I love archeological digs! 

 We also stopped at the Jordan to renew our bap-

tism in that place. It was a bit chilly that day, so none 

of us got into the water, but we were there and we 

renewed our baptismal vows and celebrated our 

privileged life in Christ. I filled a water bottle with 

the river water to bring home to add to our font each 

time I baptize. It is a constant reminder to me of the 

sacred tradition each newly baptized person enters at 

their baptism.  

 As I reflect on my memories of those two places 

by the River, I feel very privileged to have been 

there. Our faith in baptism as our entrance into Christ 

has its source in these meaningful experiences. To 

have celebrated Mass at Qumran was among the 

really special locations in my life. I think about cele-

brating on the tomb of the apostle in St. Peterôs in 

Rome, or on the altar containing the body of St. Pius 

X, and other special places around the world, and this 

one at Qumran is with the best of them, next to the 

place that John the Baptist baptized Jesus.  

 My guess is that every baptism I celebrate will be 

a special reminder to me of the River and my pres-

ence there and the impact of that experience. As I 

pour a little bit of the water into our beautiful font I 

will appreciate the history and tradition of four thou-

sand years of Godôs use of water to bring His Life to 

His people, even today. 

 There was another experience of water 

on our trip, this time at Cana in Galilee. It 

was here at the Wedding that Jesus was 

led by his mother to his first miracle, the 

changing of water into wine. The Church 

is right in the middle of hectic activity and 

the market in the small town of Cana. The 

story has many wonderful aspects of Jew-

ish life. The six stone water jars were for the washing 

of the feet of all the guests, greeted by servants to 

bring comfort to them after the journey up the hill in 

the dust. It was a big wedding with that many purifi-

cation jugs. Weddings went on for a week or more so 

the need for a quantity of food and drink was large. 

Jesus changed the ordinary into extraordinary, 125 

gallons of first class wine! That was a party! 

 Itôs not just about a reception. It is about Jesusô 

ability to transform the ordinary into the extraordi-

nary: ordinary human beings into extraordinary chil-

dren of the Father and brothers and sisters of Jesus 

through water. It was the beginning of His public life 

and the offer to find faith in Him.  

 Lent is designed to imitate His forty days of fast-

ing and find renewal of our faith and hope in him. 

My prayer for you is that you will be open to the 

wonders of grace he is offering you this Lent. 

 Sincerely in Christ, 

 Father Pat McCaslin        

               
                 

Next Sunday, March 7th at 1:30 in the Social Hall, I 

will make a presentation with slides from my trip to 

the Holy Land. We will have refreshments of cookies 

and coffee.           

             

             

Tuesday at 5:30 Mass, 

the theme is: 

ñWhoever humbles 

him/herself will be 

exalted.ò Join me.  
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Baptisms  
Our Welcome Your Child Baptism preparation pro -

gram consists of two mandatory sessions, each last -

ing two hours. All registered parents having a child 

baptized will be required to attend, even if they have 

had a child baptized before. Please plan to attend 

classes after your child has been born.  

Please call the Parish Office at 895 -0808  

to sign up for classes.  

***T HERE ARE NO BAPTISMS DURING L ENT ****  

Upcoming Classes :  

Sunday, April 11th and Tuesday, April 13th  

Class on Sunday begins after the 9:30am Mass, class 

on Tuesday begins at 7:00pm.  

Please meet downstairs in the Education Center, Rm 9.   

Upcoming Baptisms:  

Sunday, February 14th at 9:30 Mass  

Saturday, April 17th at 5:30 Mass  

Expectant Parent Blessing:  

Sunday, April 18th at 11:30 Mass  

CONTRIBUTIONS LAST SUNDAY 
February 21, 2010 

 

Sunday collection:     $11,113 

Dollar collection:                   579 

 
Psalms 90:10,12  òThe length of our days is seventy 

years ñor eighty, if we have the strength; yet their 

span is but trouble and sorrow, for they quickly 

pass, and we fly awayé Teach us to number our 

days aright, that we may gain a heart of wisdom.ó 

In This Year of the Priest  

 

This Lent Jesus invites us to go up on a moun-

tain, to spend extra time in prayer. Donõt be 

afraid of what you might experience. Trust that 

God is leading you to greater understanding.   

          (Matthew 17:1 -9) 

St. John Vianney Parish Community Lenten  

Outreach Program 2010  

 
Third Sunday of Lent, March 7th  

òI was sick and you cared for me .ó 

Hygiene and medical supplies are always needed at 

the Sienna Francis House. Please bring aspirin,  

deodorant, hand lotion, razors, antacids and sham-

poo. Please NO MOUTHWASH . Please leave your 

donations in the marked containers in the Narthex. 

Thank you for your generosity.  

SENIOR PARISHIONERS  

Classy Seniors invite all Senior  

Parishioners to our Tuesday, March 

16th St. Patrickõs Dinner in the Social 

Hall. Dinner will be at 5:30. We will have 

the traditional corned beef and cabbage along with 

chicken. We will be entertained by Exit 41. Cost of 

dinner is $9.00 for members and $12.00 for non -

members. Money needs to be to Lee Sanford, 

13930 Meadow Ridge Rd., 68138 by March 9th if 

you plan to attend. Anyone 50 and over is welcome 

to attend. Any questions, please call Dee Hobza at 

895-3546 or Lee Sanford at 895 -0565. 

Upcoming Lenten Dates to Remember  

 

Daily Mass, M -F at 7am, 9am  

Tuesday Mass with Fr. Pat at 5:30pm  

 

Stations of the Cross: Fridays, March 

5th, 12th, 19th, 26th at 5:30pm  

 

Fish Fry Dinners: Fridays, March 5th, 

12th, 19th & 26th.  

4:30-8:00pm in the Social Hall.  

Drive Thru also available.  

 

LIVE music with Win Lander!  

  
Bring your whole family and your friends and 

join us for baked and fried fish, macaroni 

and cheese, pancakes, grilled cheese, to-

mato soup, cole slaw, lettuce salad, tator 

tots, pop, wine & beer .  

 

Adults $8, Seniors $6, Kids 12 & under $4 

and no immediate family pays more than $25!  

Everyone is invited to hear Archbishop George Lucas speak 

at St. Wenceslaus in Omaha on Wednesday, March 3, at 

7:00 p.m. The archbishop will talk about his journey to the 

priesthood and path to Omaha. If you have not had the privi-

lege of hearing the archbishop speak, this is a wonderful 

opportunity to hear how God led him to the Archdiocese of 

Omaha. For more information, call Mary Stieren at 330-

0304 or email at stierenm@stwenc.creighton.edu. 

mailto:stierenm@stwenc.creighton.edu
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RELIGIOUS 

EDUCATION  

895-0896 
 

Wednesday, March 3rd  

 4:15pm RE Classes-Education Center  

 6:00pm RE Classes-Education Center  

 7:30pm RE Classes-Education Center  

Please continue to pray for our  

military  men & women and their 

families.  PRAYING  FOR  VOCATIONS  

31 Club Members  

 

Monday, March 1st : Howard Schanzer, Monica 

Clark  

Tuesday, March 2nd : Frank Telich, Pat Jezierski  

Wednesday, March 3rd : Jim Steier, Darlene 

Palmer, Susan Williams  

Thursday, March 4th : Linda Gutchewsky  

Friday, March 5th : Sue Korth  

Saturday, March 6th : Yvette Steier, Betty Bonner  

Sunday, March 7th : Cal Smith, Monica Hixson, 

Norbert Schneider, Doris Klitz  

 

Itõs easy to participate. Pick a date and attend an 

extra Mass each month on that date to pray for an 

increase in vocations.  

 

For more information on how you can become a 

member of the 31 Club please call the office at 895 -

0808 or email mjohnson@sjvomaha.org.  

NEWLY MANDATED EMõS 

If you were mandated in September, 

or are a new parishioner already 

mandated as an EM, please attend a 

NEW EM training session on Tuesday, 

March 9th at 6:30pm in the Church.  

Ministry of Praise  

March Prayer Intention  

 

In honor of St. Joseph, the worker, we pray 

for all those who are unemployed ð that they 

may find work.  

Senior College, sponsored by the Good Samari-

tan Society will be offering FREE courses for 

all seniors at their Learning Center at 12856 

Deauville Drive.  

All courses are 1 day a week for six weeks from 

10am to 12pm.  

Course #1 Landscape Painting: Watercolor, 

from Monday, March 8th -April 12th.  

Course #2 Landscape Painting: Watercolor, 

from Tuesday, March 9th -April 13th  

Course #3  Parables of Jesus from Wednesday, 

March 10th -April 14th.  

Course #4  Current Events at Home & Abroad, 

from Thursday, March 11th -April 15th.  

 

Registration forms can be found on the bulletin 

board in the Narthex. Again, all courses are 

FREE.  

During Lent our Pre -K through 6th 

grade Religious Education students 

will be baking and selling delicious 

treats during our Fish Dinners to 

raise money for Heifer Interna-

tional. Our 7th -9th graders will be 

raising funds for various projects. 

Some students will work the Bake Sales, some 

will be collecting money after Masses and all  will 

be baking! Thank you for your continued support 

of our Religious Education students.  

Do you know anyone who needs cataract surgery 

but cannot afford it? On Thursday, May 15th, 

Midwest Eye Care, the UNMC Physicians Dept. 

of Anesthesia and Clarkson Family Practice will 

donate their services to provide cataract surgery 

at no charge to people in need as part of Mission 

Cataract USA . 

  If you are interested, please call 552 -2020 by 

March 19th to speak with Sharon Wagner about 

the candidate screening process.  


