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FROM THE PASTORõS DESK 

Dear Parishioners, 

 As I approach Lent this year I have many won-

derful and grace filled images before me.  In to-

dayôs gospel, Luke tells us that Jesus, filled with 

the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan where he 

was baptized by John the Baptist, and was ñled by 

the Spirit into the desert for forty days, to be 

tempted by the devil.ò 

 The desert in that area, down by the Dead Sea, 

is both beautiful and barren. The desert is a pictur-

esque word: hot, dry, foreboding, empty, lacking 

shelter from the wind and heat. And Luke says that 

Jesus went into it, led by the Spirit. Jesus had just 

heard the voice from the cloud, affirming who he 

was. Now he goes into the desert to contemplate 

the meaning of his mission, and to be tempted not 

to carry it out. 

 Luke tells us that he ate nothing for forty days. 

That type of fasting would certainly intensify his 

consciousness, both of the temptations and of his 

mission. The forty days is reminiscent of other pe-

riods of forty in the scriptures: at the time of Noah; 

under the leadership of Moses the Jews wandered 

in the desert; and many other examples of times of 

redemption. For Jesus it is the beginning of his 

public life which brings about the redemption of 

the world. 

 My group traveled by van through that desert 

on our way to the north and the area around the Sea 

of Galilee. Many of the towns and places men-

tioned often in the gospels are to be found there. 

We took a boat ride on the Sea, the waters that Je-

sus walked on, and that created a storm that fright-

ened the apostles, and where Jesus often climbed in 

a boat to speak to the people on the shores. We 

could see the hillside where Jesus multiplied the 

loaves and fishes, and where he taught the Beati-

tudes. 

 We visited Capernaum, the town of Peter and 

where Jesus resided in his public life. You may re-

call that Capernaum was ñcursedò by Jesus, along 

with Bethsaida and Corazin, because they had re-

fused to come to faith in him. Capernaum has only 

in recent years been unearthed by archeologists. 

About ten years ago a Church was built over the 

house of Peter and stands tall in the midst of the 

ruins which include a synagogue that dates back a 

long time and is probably built over the one that 

Jesus often visited and prayed in. 

 We were told about the healing of the paralytic 

carried by his friends and how the roof was re-

moved so they could present him to Jesus. The roof 

removal is even more bizarre than I thought, and it 

certainly would have gained special attention. But 

that town was one that had great difficulty coming 

to faith in Jesus. ñA prophet is not recognized in 

his own cityé.ò 

 I have fond memories of the Church of the 

multiplication of the Loaves and Fishes. It is just 

down the road from Capernaum. It looks out over 

the Sea and sits in a bowl-like setting where Jesus 

would stand at the bottom and be able to be heard 

by the crowd sitting up the sides of the hill. Very 

close by is the Mount of the Beatitudes, likewise 

overlooking the Sea. It does not take much imagi-

nation to picture the gospel story events in that set-

ting. The buildings there are not monumental, but 

the setting certainly is!  

 We refer to that country now known as Israel 

(since 1948) as the Holy Land. It is easy to see why 

it is called that. As I said, the buildings are not 

monumental like in Rome or Paris. It is the land, 

the desert, the plain, the Sea of Galilee, the hills 

and valleys, the Jordan River, and the mountains 

that were seen as the dwelling place of God by a 

people of faith. It is a simple, beautiful land, prom-

ised by God to Abraham in 1750 B.C. It is the 

small geographic area where the Son of God pro-

claimed the Good News of salvation to those who 

would believe. 

 We enter into the Lenten Season with a hope 

that as a parish community we can open ourselves 

to that mystery of Godôs love that is the person of 

Jesus. Let us pray for one another that this period 

of redemption, 2010, will be grace-filled for all of 

us. 

 Sincerely in Christ, 

 Father Pat McCaslin 
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Baptisms  
Our Welcome Your Child Baptism preparation pro -

gram consists of two mandatory sessions, each last -

ing two hours. All registered parents having a child 

baptized will be required to attend, even if they have 

had a child baptized before. Please plan to attend 

classes after your child has been born.  

Please call the Parish Office at 895 -0808  

to sign up for classes.  

***T HERE ARE NO BAPTISMS DURING L ENT ****  

Upcoming Classes :  

Sunday, April 11th and Tuesday, April 13th  

Class on Sunday begins after the 9:30am Mass, class 

on Tuesday begins at 7:00pm.  

Please meet downstairs in the Education Center, Rm 9.   

Upcoming Baptisms:  

Sunday, February 14th at 9:30 Mass  

Saturday, April 17th at 5:30 Mass  

Expectant Parent Blessing:  

Sunday, April 18th at 11:30 Mass  

CONTRIBUTIONS LAST SUNDAY 
 

February 14, 2010 

 

Sunday collection:     $11,978 

Dollar collection:                   612 

 

1 Corinthians 6:19-20  ñYou are not your own; you were 

bought at a price.ò 

Upcoming Lenten Dates to Remember  

 

Daily Mass, M -F at 7am, 9am  

Tuesday Mass with Fr. Pat at 5:30pm  

 

Stations of the Cross: Fridays, Feb. 26th, 

March 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th at 5:30pm  

 

Fish Fry Dinners: Fridays, Feb. 26th, 

March 5th, 12th, 19th & 26th.  

4:30-8:00pm in the Social Hall.  

Drive Thru also available.  

 

LIVE music with Win Lander!  

  
Bring your whole family and your 

friends and join us for baked and fried fish, 

macaroni and cheese, pancakes, grilled 

cheese, tomato soup, cole slaw, lettuce 

salad, tator tots, pop, wine & beer .  

 

Adults $8, Seniors $6, Kids 12 & under $4 

and no immediate family pays more than $25!  

St. John Vianney Parish Community Lenten  

Outreach Program 2010  

 
Second Sunday of Lent, February 28th  

òI was thirsty and you gave me to drink .ó 

Representatives of the Stephen Center have sug-

gested that they always have residents or visitors 

who enjoy coffee. Please bring cans of regular  coffee 

(NO DECAF and NO FLAVORED) bags of sugar and 

coffee creamer to be delivered to the Stephen Center. 

Please leave your donations in the marked containers 

in the Narthex. Thank you for your generosity.  

SENIOR PARISHIONERS  

Classy Seniors invite all Senior  

Parishioners to our Tuesday, March 

16th St. Patrickõs Dinner in the Social 

Hall. Dinner will be at 5:30. We will have 

the traditional corned beef and cabbage along with 

chicken. We will be entertained by Exit 41. Cost of 

dinner is $9.00 for members and $12.00 for non -

members. Money needs to be to Lee Sanford, 

13930 Meadow Ridge Rd., 68138 by March 9th if 

you plan to attend. Anyone 50 and over is welcome 

to attend. Any questions, please call Dee Hobza at 

895-3546 or Lee Sanford at 895 -0565. 

MORNINGS FOR MOMS  has postponed the 

òTime of Reflectionó with Sr. Marietta to this Tues-

day morning, from 9:30 -11:00 in the Youth Room. 

All Moms, please join us to open our hearts to a 

more meaningful Lent. Friends of Moms are al-

ways welcome, too. Babysitting is available. For 

info call Janis Weaver 895 -3185. 

A great big thank you to the Knights of  

Columbus for their recent $750.00 donation 

and for their continued support to our  

St. Vincent de Paul Conference.  
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RELIGIOUS 

EDUCATION  

895-0896 
 

Wednesday, February 24th  

 4:15pm RE Classes-Education Center  

 6:00pm RE Classes-Education Center  

 7:30pm RE Classes-Education Center  

Please continue to pray for our  

military  men & women and their 

families.  

PRAYING  FOR  VOCATIONS  

31 Club Members  

 

Monday, February 22nd : John Bosco 

Tuesday, February 23rd : Russ Baker  

Wednesday, February 24th : Dan Higgins  

Thursday, February 25th : Jeri Pollreis, Kelly 

Korth, Cheryl Faust  

Friday, February 26th : Emily Edmunds  

Saturday, February 27th : Sharon Neal  

Sunday, February 28th : John Hannagan  

 

Itõs easy to participate. Pick a date and attend 

an extra Mass each month on that date to pray 

for an increase in vocations.  

 

For more information on how you can become a 

member of the 31 Club please call the office at 

895-0808 or email mjohnson@sjvomaha.org.  

In This Year of the Priest  

 

During this time of fasting we may be tempted 

to go astray. Pray for the grace to follow the way 

that leads to life.  (Matthew 4:1 -11) 

 

St. Paddyõs Day Dance 

Come join us for a night Oõ fun at 

Skutt Catholic High School . 

Be ready to shake your shamrock 

to the music of òLemon Fresh Dayó! 

Lots Oõ food, beer and wine provided. 

Pay $35.00 in advance at 

lcsmith@schools.archomaha.org or $40 at the 

door! 

òDear Friends, 

    Thank you for your generous donation in the amount 

of $165. EPS upholds the sanctity of all human life. We 

strive to ensure that every woman has the opportunity to 

make a well -informed decision about her babyõs future. 

    Once again, we thank you and are deeply grateful for 

those in our community who share in our mission.  

   May God bless you.ó 

Nancy Foral, Executive Director, EPS  

During Lent our Pre -K through 6th grade Religious Education students will 

be baking and selling delicious treats during our Fish Dinners to raise 

money for Heifer International. Our 7th -9th graders will be raising funds 

for various projects. Some students will work the Bake Sales, some will be 

collecting money after Masses and all  will be baking! Thank you for your continued support of our 

Religious Education students.  

If you are a junior, senior or college student, you are invited to a dynamic three -day retreat called 

TEC (Teens Encounter Christ).  TEC is a high energy, youth -focused, spirit -directed faith experience 

offered by the Archdiocese of Omaha.   The next TEC retreats are March 20 -22, 2010, in Omaha and 

Bloomfield.   The Omaha TEC will be held at the Archdiocese Retreat and Conference Center. The cost 

is $60. Scholarships are available.   
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2/27-28 Saturday  

5:30pm  

Sunday  

7:30am  

Sunday  

9:30am  

Sunday  

11:30am  

Presider  Fr. Pat  Fr. Pat  Fr. Jack  Fr. Dennis  

Eucharistic 

Ministers  

 

C. Jenkins  

to Millard Manor  

M. Clark  

to Good Samaritan  

1. J. Choi  

3. M. Schaaf  

5. P. Money 

7.  A. Hausman  

1. H. Sawtelle  

3. B. Bonner  

5. J. Sawtelle  

7. C. High  

  

1. F. Telich  

3. E. Navin  

5. J. Navin  

7. C. Riedmann  

 

1. J. Kronschnabel  

3. L. Sanford  

5. R. Balwanz  

7. C. Pratt  

 

Lectors  1. P. Geary 

2. P. Mategrano  

1. B. Jones 

2. M. Pierson  

1. H. Schanzer  

2. T. Bollerup  

1. B. Menousek  

2. K. Brand  

Servers  1. B. Lavelle  

2. M. Lavelle  

1. A. Fisher  

2. J. Fisher  

1. C. Riedmann  

2. C. Riedmann  

1. E. Hanke  

2. D. Grothe  

Gift Bearers  Gary & Mary 

Hartquist  

Robert Epp Family  David & Violet 

Glasshoff  

Jeanette Haman  

THE WEEK AHEAD  

Monday, February 22nd  

 8:00pm Al Anon -Room 8 

Tuesday, February 23rd  

 9:30am Mornings for Moms -Youth Room  

 1:00pm Pinochle -Ars Room 

 5:30pm Mass 

 7:30pm AA meeting -Youth Room  

Wednesday, February 24th  

 4:15pm RE Classes-Education Center  

 6:00pm RE Classes-Education Center  

 7:30pm RE Classes-Education Center  

Thursday, February 25th  

 10:00am Al Anon meeting -Youth Room  

 6:30pm Coping Sessions-Ars Room 

 7:00pm RCIA -Social Hall  

 7:30pm Adult Choir  

Friday, February 26th  

 4:30pm Fish Dinner -Social Hall  

 5:30pm Stations of the Cross  

Saturday, February 27th  

 8:00am Cleaning Crew  

 9:00am Youth Choir  

MASS INTENTIONS  
Monday, February 22nd  

 7:00am À Bob & Dorothy Arnold 

 9:00am À Ruth Buerman 

Tuesday, February 23rd  

 7:00am  À John OõHara 

 9:00am À Robert McAleer 

 5:30pm À Bob Orsi 

Wednesday, February 24th  

 7:00am À John Grant 

 9:00am   Intention of Tim Furlong  

Thursday, February 25th  

 7:00am  À Sr. Venora Pfeifer 

 9:00am À Elizabeth Kerkvliet 

Friday, February 26th  

 7:00am À Stan Curtis 

 9:00am À Elizabeth Kerkvliet 

Saturday, February 27th  

 7:00am  À Jane McGowan 

    2nd Sunday of Lent  

 5:30pm À  Robert Paul Renner 

Sunday, February 28th  

 7:30am  À Dennis Novacek 

 9:30am   For the living parishioners  

 11:30am À Gloria Kass 
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Please remember in your prayers all our loved ones 

who have passed away recently, especially Dale Saw-

telle, uncle of Harold, for Joe Balus, brother -in -law of 

Tony Cyronek and for Gerald Scheppers, brother of Joe.  

If you have a loved one who has recently passed away and 

would like their names listed, please call the parish office.  

Until further notice, #5 and #7 EMs will now be responsible for setting up 

before Mass and cleaning up after Mass.  

#5 will bring the Eucharist to the altar. 

NEWLY MANDATED EMõS 

If you were mandated in September, 

or are a new parishioner already 

mandated as an EM, please attend a 

NEW EM training session on Tuesday, 

March 9th at 6:30pm in the Church.  


