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FROM THE PASTORõS DESK 

Dear Parishioners, 

Having returned from the Holy Land, I 

have been asked many times by friends and ac-

quaintances what was the best part of the journey. I 

find it very difficult to single out any one place or 

situation in the footsteps of Jesus that is more sig-

nificant for me. I had been to Israel three times pre-

viously: 30, 20, and 12 years ago. I went to get a 

renewal of my memory and imagination for the 

sake of my own reading of scripture and for 

preaching. That happened. 

The very first day, we celebrated Mass in 

the Church called ñDominus Flevit,ò or ñThe Lord 

Wept.ò You might recall the line when Jesus wept 

over Jerusalem when he realized the people were 

not coming to faith in him. This Church overlooks 

Jerusalem and is built so that those in the pews 

could look beyond me presiding at Mass and see 

all of the Old City in a magnificent view. It was 

one of the better Masses I have ever celebrated, 

though I could say that about all of our Masses to-

gether on the trip.  

Immediately following the Mass we were 

led down the hill to the City, following the path 

that Jesus took on Palm Sunday in his grand en-

trance into Jerusalem. It was a rugged walk, an-

cient stones, steep downhill, yet it was a wonder to 

walk knowing that Jesus had walked it with the 

people crying out ñHosanna to the Son of David!ò 

We stopped at Gethsemani, the Garden of 

Olives, where Jesus went to pray after the Last 

Supper. The Garden has ancient olive trees, said to 

be more than 2000 years old, with a beautiful view 

over the city. There is a Church there, built over 

the stone where Jesus prayed to the Father to re-

move the cup that He would drink the next day on 

Good Friday. We were allowed as a small group to 

enter the sanctuary where the stone sits in front of 

the altar. We prayed there, out loud, and sang one 

of our hymns. It was a great moment. 

We also visited the place of the ascension 

of Jesus, one of the high mounts above the city, 

and listened to the words of the Gospel proclaimed 

that the Jesus whom they watched ascend into 

heaven would come again. The beauty of the ter-

rain in that area is unlike any other I have ever 

seen, and I appreciated the view of the Judean 

Plains, and Judean Hills, none of which were very 

fertile for growing much of anything, yet stand out 

as beautiful. Truly Holy Land. 

Our journey to Bethlehem, not far from the 

city, led us into Palestinian Territory, and the pas-

sage through checkpoints. It was January 7, the 

feast of the Epiphany in the Orthodox calendar, the 

equivalent of Christmas for us. Bethlehemôs 

Church of the Nativity was filled with Orthodox as 

the Patriarch of Jerusalem was finishing Liturgy. 

We waited till it was concluded and then were al-

lowed into the Church. We encountered hundreds 

of Russian pilgrims who were in this place to cele-

brate Christmas and visit the site of the Birth of 

Jesus. We waited a long time to get to the spot of 

the birth of Jesus. For me there was little room for 

holy thoughts with the noise and shoving. Reflec-

tion came later. 

Every evening upon returning to our hotel, 

we had a gathering hour or so before dinner to 

share our thoughts about the day. Most days I felt 

this time together was very important because we 

each had a chance to think about and talk about 

what the day had brought for us. These gatherings 

contributed greatly to our sense of community as a 

group of fourteen, and also provided a quiet place 

for us to share our faith experiences. For some of 

us this ñcocktail hourò was among the most signifi-

cant parts of the trip. 

In a later letter, I will try to share some of 

the other experiences and places we visited. Suffice 

it to say for now, that this trip to the Holy Land 

was certainly grace filled for me and for the others. 

These memories are priceless because every time I 

pick up the gospels the imagination will be acti-

vated and the heart filled.  

My prayers for you and those who are dear 

to you, 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Father Pat McCaslin 
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Baptisms  
Our Welcome Your Child Baptism preparation pro -

gram consists of two mandatory sessions, each last -

ing two hours. All registered parents having a child 

baptized will be required to attend, even if they have 

had a child baptized before. Please plan to attend 

classes after your child has been born.  

Please call the Parish Office at 895 -0808  

to sign up for classes.  

Upcoming Classes:  

Sunday, February 7th and Tuesday, February 9th  

*** THERE ARE NO BAPTISMS DURING L ENT ****  

Sunday, April 11th and Tuesday, April 13th  

Class on Sunday begins after the 9:30am Mass, class 

on Tuesday begins at 7:00pm.  

Please meet downstairs in the Education Center, Rm 9.  

Upcoming Baptisms:  

Sunday, February 14th at 9:30 Mass  

Saturday, April 17th at 5:30 Mass  

Expectant Parent Blessing:  

Saturday, February 13th at 5:30 Mass  

CONTRIBUTIONS LAST SUNDAY 
January 24, 2010 

 

Sunday collection:     $11,752 

Dollar collection:             508 

 

God bless you for your generous contributions to Haiti. We 

have collected $6,076.30. 

 

Acts 4:32, 34-35  òAll the believers were one in heart and 

mind. No one claimed that any of his possessions was his own, 

but they shared everything they had. There were no needy 

persons among them. For from time to time those who owned 

lands or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales 

and put it at the apostlesõ feet, and it was distributed to anyone 

as he had need.ó 

In This Year of the Priest  

 

òLove never fails.ó Trust the love of God and  

follow your heart.  

   (1 Corinthians 12:31 - 13:4-13) 

OPEN HOURS OF ADORATION  
Can you spend one hour with HIM ? 

Bring your children. HE  loves to have them around!  

SUNDAY  5am, 9pm, 10pm, 11pm  

MONDAY  5pm, 11pm  

TUESDAY  8am, 9pm, 11pm  

WEDNESDAY 5am, 5pm 

THURSDAY  5am, 1pm, 10pm  

FRIDAY 5am, 11am, 12pm, 2pm, 9pm, 10pm, 11p m 

SATURDAY 5am, 11am, 12pm, 1pm, 2pm, 3pm, 

7pm, 8pm, 9pm  

 

Call Sharon Konopik 861 -9952, Trix Meyers 330 -

5328 or Sharon Neal 896 -3557 

Upcoming Lenten Dates to Remember  
 

Ash Wednesday : Feb. 17th  

Masses will be at 7am, 9am, 5:30pm & 7:00pm  

Stations of the Cross : Feb. 19th, 26th, 

March 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th at 5:30pm  

 

Fish Fry Dinners : Feb. 12th (a Pre -Lent 

one!), 19th, 26th, March 5th, 12th, 19th & 

26th. 4:30 -8:00pm in the Social Hall.  

Drive Thru also available.  

LIVE music with Win Lander  

beginning Feb. 19th!  
 

Bring your whole family and your friends and 

join us for baked and fried fish, macaroni 

and cheese, pancakes, grilled cheese,  

tomato soup, cole slaw,  

lettuce salad, tator tots, pop, wine & beer .  

 

Adults $8, Seniors $6, Kids 12 & under $4 and 

no immediate family pays more than $25 ! 

Thanks to everyone, especially our 

children for donating to the Haiti  

Relief Fund. We appreciate your  

generosity.  
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RELIGIOUS 

EDUCATION  

895-0896 
 

Wednesday, February 3rd  

 4:15pm RE Classes-Education Center  

 6:00pm RE Classes-Education Center  

 7:30pm RE Classes-Education Center  

 7:30pm 9th grade Family Night -Social Hall  

*PARENT  AND  SPONSOR TO ATTEND  W/ CHILD * 

Saturday, February 6th  

 9:00am Pre-K & K Family Morning -S. Hall  

Sunday, February 7th  

  NO PRE -K & K classes  

PRAYING  FOR  VOCATIONS  

31 Club Members  

 

Monday, Feb. 1 : Howard Schanzer, Monica Clark  

Tuesday, Feb. 2: Frank Telich, Pat Jezierski  

Wednesday, Feb. 3: Jim Steier, Darlene Palmer, 

Susan Williams  

Thursday, Feb. 4 : Linda Gutchewsky  

Friday, Feb. 5 : Sue Korth  

Saturday, Feb. 6 : Yvette Steier, Betty Bonner  

Sunday, Feb. 7 : Cal Smith, Monica Hixson,  

Norbert Schneider, Doris Klitz  

 

Itõs easy to participate. Pick a date and attend an 

extra Mass each month on that date to pray for 

an increase in vocations.  

 

For more information on how you can become a 

member of the 31 Club please call the office at 

895-0808 or email mjohnson@sjvomaha.org.  

CLASSY SENIORS  

February 11th (Thursday) Valentine Luncheon, 

12:00 in the Social Hall. Valentinoõs will cater and 

Chris Saklar will entertain with Sinatra songs. 

Cost is $8.00 for members, $11.00 for non -

members. Money needs to be to Lee Sanford, 

13930  Meadow Ridge Rd., 68138 by Thursday, 

February 4th.  

March 16th (Tuesday) St. Patrickõs Day Dinner, 

5:30 in the Social Hall. Pleasure Your Palate will 

cater the meal of corned beef and cabbage along 

with chicken. Entertainment will be provided by 

Exit 41.  

April 18th (Thursday)  UNO Planetarium, one 

hour presentation beginning at 10:30am.  

May 16th (Sunday) Bellevue Little Theater, 2:00 

performance of the Odd Couple (womens version).  

June 16th (Wednesday) Mass & Picnic, Chalco 

Hills Recreation (Wehrspann Lake). Fr. Pat will 

say Mass at 5:30 followed by the picnic. Brats and 

hot dogs provided by the club.  

 

Further details on the events will be provided as 

we get closer to the event. Any questions, call Dee 

Hobza at 895 -3546 or Lee Sanford at 896 -0565. 

Weather, holidays and everyday life sometimes 

get in the way of courtesy. In November a group 

of young adults attended NCYC (National 

Catholic Youth Conference).  This would not 

have been possible without the support of many. 

We would like to thank the SJV staff, the 

Knights of Columbus #7740 and especially the 

parish family for their prayers and donations to 

make the trip a memorable experience.  

A special THANK YOU to Linda Finney for 

continuing with Annaõs work with all the 

paperwork and time involved.  

The three day event in Kansas City was filled 

with prayer, motivational speakers, and testi-

monials for the twenty thousand plus youth at-

tending. Everyone attending seemed to be af-

fected. Our eight youths attending came away 

very impressed, with a few expressing interest 

in attending NCYC @ Indianapolis in 2011.  

Once again THANK YOU!!  

 

Kelly Hill, Jordan Johnson, Colin Reuter, 

Brenna Johnson, Jasmine Reuter, Miranda 

Danigole, Alyson Stanczyk, Bethany Ziegler.  

Faith and Family Night with the Omaha 

Beef Indoor Football Team  

Saturday, March 6th at 7:00pm at the Civic.  

We will be hosting various church groups for fun 

activities, music and a whole night devoted to 

faith and family.  

For tickets, call 346 -BEEF  
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2/6-7 Saturday  

5:30pm  

Sunday  

7:30am  

Sunday  

9:30am  

Sunday  

11:30am  

Presider  Fr. Jack  Fr. Pat  Fr. Jack  Fr. Dennis  

Eucharistic 

Ministers  

 

N. Furlong  

to Millard Manor  

H. Willman  

to Good 

Samaritan  

1. J. Choi  

3. S. Block  

5. J. Samson 

7. C. Jenkins  

1. C. Luczynski  

3. S. Blessing  

5. P. Rooney 

7. M. Rooney 

  

1. J. Kronschnabel  

3. B. Lichter  

5. M. Johnson  

7. C. Wardian  

 

1. F. Telich  

3. B. Brown  

5. C. Thramer  

7. J. Thramer  

 

Lectors  1. M. Bruckner  

2. M. Munro  

1. M. Pierson  

2. M. Drew  

1. T. Bollerup  

2. P. Fuller  

1. G. DiDonato  

2. B. Menousek  

Servers  1. N. Barone  

2. A. Barone  

1. J. Hartigan  

2. M. Fraass  

1. M. Meiners  

2. N. Meiners  

1. A. Thramer  

2. S. Franco 

Gift Bearers  Pat & Linda 

Geary 

Bob & Nancy 

Cannella  

Bob & Carol Dana  Michael Downey 

Family  

THE WEEK AHEAD  

Monday, February 1st  

 6:00pm Knights of Columbus dinner & meeting  

 8:00pm Al Anon -Room 8 

Tuesday, February 2nd  

 1:00pm Pinochle -Ars Room 

 7:30pm AA meeting -Youth Room  

Wednesday, February 3rd  

 4:15pm RE Classes-Education Center  

 6:00pm RE Classes-Education Center  

 7:30pm RE Classes-Education Center  

 7:30pm 9th grade Family Night -Social Hall  

*PARENT  AND  SPONSOR TO ATTEND  W/ CHILD * 
Thursday, February 4th  

 10:00am Al Anon meeting -Youth Room  

 6:30pm Coping Sessions-Ars Room 

 7:00pm Rosary Makers -Conference Room 

 7:00pm RCIA -Social Hall  

 7:30pm Adult Choir  

Friday, February 5th  

 10:00am Mass at Good Samaritan  

Saturday, February 6th  

 8:00am Cleaning Crew  

 9:00am Youth Choir  

 10:00am Pre-K & K Family Morning -Social Hall  

Sunday, February 7th  

 8:00am Monthly Breakfast -Social Hall  

  NO PRE -K & K classes  

 10:30am Welcome Your Child class -Ed. Center  

MASS INTENTIONS  
Monday, February 1st  

 7:00am À Len & Claire 

 9:00am À Robert Jeltema 

Tuesday, February 2nd  

 7:00am  À Roy & Bette Dickinson 

 9:00am À Elizabeth Kerkvliet 

Wednesday, February 3rd  

 7:00am À Vincent Billesbach 

 9:00am À Leon Feterl 

Thursday, February 4th  

 7:00am  À Walt Swanson 

 9:00am À Maurine Roth Family 

Friday, February 5th  

 7:00am À Albin & Adeline Juranek 

 9:00am À Frank & Agnes Mestecky 

 10:00am À Our friends from Good Samaritan @ 

            Good Samaritan  

Saturday, February 6th  

 7:00am  À John Russell Pleskac 

   5th Sunday of Ordinary Time   

 5:30pm À  Gerald Murphy 

Sunday, February 7th  

 7:30am  À Craig Hofsheier 

 9:30am À Russell Palmtag 

 11:30am   For the living parishioners  
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Please remember in your prayers all our loved 

ones who have passed away recently. If you have 

a loved one who has recently passed away and 

would like their names listed, please call the parish 

office.  

Please continue to pray for our  
military  men & women and their families.  

Until further notice, #5 and #7 EMs will now be responsible for setting up 
before Mass and cleaning up after Mass.  
#5 will bring the Eucharist to the altar. 


