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FROM THE PASTORõS DESK 

Dear Parishioners, 

 Having just visited Cana in Galilee, I find the 

gospel story of today quite familiar. Marriage 

feasts at the time of Jesus took from a week to ten 

days, and everyone was invited not only to the 

wedding but to the honeymoon! It was a long 

party, and obviously from the story, the wine 

flowed freely to the point of empty. 

 Sensitive to the bride and groom, 

Mother Mary was conscious of the embar-

rassment the shortage would cause and took 

it into her hands to resolve the matter. 

Moved by the Spirit, she called Jesus to his 

first ñmiracle.ò His  ñtime had come.ò  

 There were six jars, each holding 

twenty to thirty gallons. That amounts to some-

where between 120 and 180 gallons of first class 

wine. Now that was a party!  

 I am sure that the deeper meaning of this story 

is found beyond providing a lot of wine. I see Je-

susô capacity to take the ordinary and make it quite 

extraordinary. That will be the story of everyone 

who allows him/herself to be transformed by the 

word of Jesus. This was the first ñsignò Jesus 

worked. For us too, allowing us to be transformed 

by Him is the ñfirst signò of our life in Christ. 

 Having just completed the Christmas/Epiphany 

season where we found the love of God made 

manifest in the Child Jesus, we advance quickly to 

the Adult Jesus who will work his wonders in us. 

John tells us at the end of our reading today: ñJesus 

did this as the beginning of his signs at Cana and 

so revealed his glory, and his disciples began to 

believe in him.ò  

 The child manifest to the Magi is revealed in 

his glory to us today in this first miracle so that we 

too can begin to believe in him. He comes as the 

revelation of the Father to give us a glimpse into 

the mystery of the God who loves us so. 

 St. Paul will give us further insight into our re-

lationship with God by speaking of the gifts that 

the Spirit gives to us in Community: ñThere are 

different kinds of spiritual gifts but the same Spirit; 

there are different forms of service but the same 

Lord; there are different workings but the same 

God who produces all of them in everyone.ò To 

each is given a different gift for the benefit of the 

community. ñOne and the same Spirit produces all 

of them, distributing them individually to each per-

son as he wishes.ò 

 The gifts: wisdom, knowledge, faith, healing, 

mighty deeds, prophecy, discernment of 

spirits, tongues, interpretation of tongues; 

all given for the benefit of the community. 

The Spirit of God, sent into our hearts, ena-

bling us to cry out ñAbba,ò gives to each as 

He will, for the benefit of all.  

 I often think how important it is for 

young people, and old, to realize how spe-

cial they are in the mind of God. We need to claim 

our giftedness and thank God for those special gifts 

that are uniquely our own. Each of us is given a set 

of tools to work with and we are called to develop 

them, for self and for others. Some are given more 

spiritual gifts, such as St. Paul suggests, and they 

are given for the building up of the Church. We do 

not all have to have wisdom, but it surely helps if 

someone does!  

 Today John calls us to be grateful for the way 

God has taken the ordinary that we are and made it 

extraordinary. And Paul invites us to claim our 

gifts and let the Spirit work in and through them 

for the building up of the Body of Christ. 

 May the Lord provide for you and those special 

to you as He did for the marriage guests at Cana. 

 Sincerely in Him, 

 Father Pat McCaslin 

In This Year of the Priest  

Godõs Spirit is given to each person for the com-

mon good. What are your gifts? Are you willing 

to share them for the good of others?  

    (1 Corinthians 12:4 -11) 

ñWe need to claim 

our giftedness and 

thank God for 

those special gifts 

that are uniquely 

our own.ò 



. 

 St. John Vianney Parish Community  3 2nd  Sunday in ordinary time ð January 17, 2010  

Baptisms  
Our Welcome Your Child Baptism preparation pro-

gram consists of two mandatory sessions, each last-

ing two hours. All registered parents having a child 

baptized will be required to attend, even if they have 

had a child baptized before. Please plan to attend 

classes after  your child has been born.  

Please call the Parish Office at 895 -0808 

 to sign up for classes.  

Upcoming Classes:  

Sunday, February 7th and Tuesday, February 9th  

*** THERE  ARE  NO  BAPTISMS  DURING  L ENT ****  

Sunday, April 11th and Tuesday, April 13th  

Class on Sunday begins after the 9:30am Mass, class 

on Tuesday begins at 7:00pm.  

Please meet downstairs in the Education Center, Rm 9 . 

Upcoming Baptisms:  

Sunday, February 14th at 9:30 Mass  

Saturday, April 17th at 5:30 Mass  

Expectant Parent Blessing:  

Saturday, February 13th at 5:30 Mass  

As we remember the atrocious Supreme Court decision that legalized abortion 37 years ago, 

our parish will be responding in a positive way to help those mothers who have chosen life for 

their babies. We will be having a baby shower for EPS ð Essential Pregnancy Services 

next weekend, January 23 -24. You are invited to bring new and unwrapped gifts and place 

them in the boxes in the Narthex. The following are in highest demand:  

       ~Diapers  - sizes 2,3,4     ~Baby Bottles     

     ~Nursing supplies - pads, milk storage bags, breast cream    

   ~Mattress pads/ sheets   ~Toiletries - baby wash, lotion, wet wipes, etc.  

Monetary donations can be placed in an envelope marked òEPSó and placed in the collection basket. 

SUPER SIZE PIZZAS  

FOR SUPER BOWL SUNDAY  

 

Once again our SJV Knights of  

Columbus will be taking orders for 16ó 

family size homemade pizzas after all the Masses 

the weekends of January 16/17 and January 23/24. 

The pizzas will be picked up after all the SUNDAY 

Masses on Super Bowl Sunday, February 7th in 

time for the game. Cost: $14 for cheese, hamburger, 

pepperoni or sausage and $16 for meat lovers. 

Please consider placing an order. Thank you.  

CONTRIBUTIONS LAST SUNDAY 
 

January 10, 2010 

Sunday collection:     $10,837  

Dollar collection:                   532 
 

December 2009 Actual   Operating Building/Campaign  

Monthly Income:     $  83,660            $  67,288 

  YTD* Income:       430,817                     177,293  

Monthly Expenditures:      71,790                 23,459  

  YTD* Expenditures:         $415,553                   $156,872 

 

Total Budget  Income    $   572,424 

Actual Total Income          608,109 

Income Over Budget     $     35,685 

 

 

*7/1/09 to 12/31/09 

 

Please note that the Christmas income was $23,346 (77% of what was budgetedðshort $7,119) 

2 Corinthians 9:6 -9  ñRemember 
this: Whoever shows sparingly 
will also reap sparingly, and 
whoever sows generously will 
also reap generously. Each man 
should give what he has decided 

in his heart to give, not reluc-
tantly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver. And 
God is able to make all grace 
abound to you, so that in all 
things at all times, having all 
that you need, you will abound in 
every good work. As it is written: 
óHe has scattered abroad his gifts 
to the poor; his righteousness 
endures forever.ôò 

FREE PANCAKE FEED  

Our Knights of Columbus invite you to a FREE 

pancake breakfast after the Masses on Sunday, 

January 31st.  A free will offering for our St. Vin-

cent de Paul Emergency Assistance Fund will be 

available for donations.  
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RELIGIOUS 

EDUCATION  

895-0896 
 

Wednesday, January 20th  

 4:15pm RE Classes-Education Center  

 6:00pm RE Classes-Education Center  

 7:30pm RE Classes-Education Center  

 7:30pm 8th grade Family Night -S. Hall  

 *AT LEAST  ONE  PARENT  MUST  ATTEND  W/ CHILD *  

PRAYING  FOR  VOCATIONS  

31 Club Members  

 

Monday, Jan. 18 : Phyllis Finn, Marianne Hay-

duk, Virginia Spethman  

Tuesday, Jan. 19 : Shirley Des Rosiers, Lois Giv-

ens 

Wednesday, Jan. 20 : Dee Hobza 

Thursday, Jan. 21 : Mary Johnson  

Friday, Jan. 22 : John Bosco 

Saturday, Jan. 23 : Russ Baker  

Sunday, Jan. 24 : Dan Higgins  

 

Itõs easy to participate. Pick a date and attend 

an extra Mass each month on that date to pray 

for an increase in vocations.  

 

For more information on how you can become a 

member of the 31 Club please call the office at 

895-0808 or email mjohnson@sjvomaha.org.  

FREE THROW CONTEST 
        Open to all girls and boys,  

ages 9 -14 

Sunday, January 24th at Noon  

St. John Vianney Social Hall  

 

Winners will progress through local, 

district and state competitions.  

Bring your friends!  

 

KNIGHTS  OF  COLUMBUS  

ST. JOHN VIANNEY IS ON FACEBOOK!  

The next time you login, search for Official St. 

John Vianney Catholic Church Omaha group and 

join us!  

SJV Parish Menõs Morning Retreat 

Saturday, January 23rd, 8:30 -12:30, Social Hall  

 

Fr. Tom Griesen will present òResting in God to 

�5�H�P�H�P�E�H�U���*�R�G�·�V���:�R�U�N�V���I�R�U���8�V�µ 

 

Cost is just $8 and includes your lunch. Please fill 

out a registration available in the Narthex and  

return it to the Parish Office with your $8.  

THANK YOU!  

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the St. Vincent 

de Paul Society with food, money, Christmas gifts or gift 

cards during the past weeks.   Thanks to your support 

we are able to continue our parish outreach minis-

try.   With the cold weather, continued job situation, and 

other difficulties many people are dealing with we have 

had lots of calls.   The people helped have been ex-

tremely grateful; thank -you letters describe how 

touched they are by your generosity.   A few families 

have also begun attending Mass again, having experi-

enced the love of Jesus through your thoughtfulness 

and  kindness.   Thanks again to everyone.  

CLASSY SENIORS  

 

Our Valentines luncheon will be held at 12:00 on 

Monday, February 11th in the Social Hall. Valenti-

nos will cater and Chris Saklar will entertain us.  

Money needs to be in to Lee Sanford, 13930 

Meadow Ridge Rd., 68138 by Thursday, February 

4th. $8 members and $11 non -members. 

�´�,���Z�R�X�O�G���O�L�N�H���W�R���V�L�Q�F�H�U�H�O�\���W�K�D�Q�N���H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H���I�R�U���W�K�H�L�U��
prayers and concern before, during and after my  

recent surgery. Thank you all.  

  Love and prayers,  

  Brenda Boger (daughter of Monica Hixson)  


