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FROM THE PASTORõS DESK 

Dear Parishioners, 

 Happy Feast of the Epiphany, the day we cele-

brate the ñmanifestationò of the divinity in the hu-

manity of Jesus. It is our conclusion of the Christ-

mas event and our appreciation of the grace of His 

coming to us this year. 

 Gold, frankincense, and myrrh are the gifts that 

respect the three major things we celebrate about 

Jesus: He is our King, Our God, and 

through his suffering and death will bring 

about our redemption. The three wise 

men symbolize the call of the Gentile 

world into the people of God. St. Paul 

says it today: ñIt has now been revealed 

to his holy apostles and prophets by the 

Spirit: that the Gentiles are coheirs, mem-

bers of the same body, and copartners in 

the promise in Christ Jesus through the 

Gospel.ò 

 I am privileged to go on pilgrimage with thir-

teen others to the Holy Land on Tuesday. I have 

been before and long for a return to those places 

where Jesus walked and worked. We will spend the 

first four nights in Jerusalem with visits to the 

Mount of Olives, the Basilica of the Agony of the 

Garden of Gethsemane. We will walk the Stations 

of the Cross and the Church of the Holy Sepulcher, 

visiting Calvary and the Holy Sepulcher. 

 We will walk the Old City, visiting the Upper 

Room, the Pool of Bethesda, the place of Pilateôs 

judgment, the Wailing Wall, and many other sites 

in the city. We travel out of the city to visit the 

tomb of Lazarus, Bethany, the Church of St. John 

the Baptist, Bethlehem, and the Basilica of the 

Visitation. It is almost too much to absorb. 

 We will also travel to the Dead Sea and Qum-

ran, the place of the scrolls. We then will go to Ma-

sada, the place of death for hundreds of Jews in 70 

A.D. Then we make our way to the Jordan Valley 

and on to the Sea of Galilee.  

 On the Sea we will visit Capernaum, the town 

of Jesus. There is a synagogue there which would 

be similar to the one Jesus would have prayed in 

regularly. Close by is the Mount of the multiplica-

tion of the loaves and fishes, and the mount of the 

beatitudes. We also see the Mount of the Trans-

figuration, Mount Tabor. We then visit the Jordan 

River Baptismal Site. We stay in Tiberias for three 

nights. 

 We will visit Nazareth and the Church of the 

Annunciation, and the Church of the Wedding 

Feast at Cana. We move on to Mount Carmel, and 

eventually to Caesarea where St. Paul 

was imprisoned and St. Peter baptized 

Cornelius. 

 We have arranged to have Mass for 

my small group in a significant place 

each day. These celebrations are usually 

the highlight of the day, focusing on the 

places and things we have seen. Some-

times there is so much to be seen in a day 

that it can get blurred. Mass helps regain 

the focus and herein is the concept of pilgrimage 

rather than vacation. These are sacred places mak-

ing us very conscious of the actions of God in that 

land. 

 To begin the journey in the shadow of Epiph-

any is a great thing for us. Pray for our group that 

these days will be filled with the grace of God for 

us. We will return on Jan 15. 

 I will have you, the parish, in my daily Mass, 

asking God to bless you and all those dear to you 

while we are gone. 

 Sincerely in Christ, 

 Father Pat McCaslin     

   

On behalf of Fr. Jack Cuddigan, Fr. Dennis 

McNeilly, Fr. Paul Vasquez and myself, I would 

like to thank everyone for their Christmas cards 

and gifts. Your kindness and generosity are 

most appreciated. Fr. Pat 

In This Year of the Priest  

 

The light of Christ shines upon you. How will 

you share that light with others? Consider the 

gift of a Church vocation.  
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Baptisms  
Our Welcome Your Child Baptism preparation pro-

gram consists of two mandatory sessions, each last-

ing two hours. All registered parents having a child 

baptized will be required to attend, even if they have 

had a child baptized before. Please plan to attend 

classes after  your child has been born.  

Please call the Parish Office at 895 -0808 

 to sign up for classes.  

Upcoming Classes:  

Sunday, January 10th and Tuesday, January 12th  

 (NOTE  DATE  CHANGE  DUE  TO NEW  YEARS  HOLIDAY ) 

Sunday, February 7th and Tuesday, February 9th  

Class on Sunday begins after the 9:30am Mass, class 

on Tuesday begins at 7:00pm.  

Please meet downstairs in the Education Center, Rm 9 . 

Upcoming Baptisms:  

Sunday, January 17th at 9:30 Mass  

Sunday, February 14th at 9:30 Mass  

Expectant Parent Blessing:  

Sunday, January 17th at 11:30 Mass  

Saturday, February 13th at 5:30 Mass  

CONTRIBUTIONS LAST SUNDAY 

 
Unavailable at time of printing. 

The Seminary Collection will be held the next 

weekend (January 10th). The Archdiocese of 

Omaha is currently blessed with twenty -eight 

men studying for the Priesthood. We humbly 

ask for your continued prayers, sacrifices and 

generous financial support.  

37th Annual Celebration of Life Dinner  

& Auction  

 

Friday, January 15th at the  

Holiday Inn Central -Heartland Room  

6:00 Social Hour  

7:15 Dinner  

Featured Speaker Julie Marr at 7:00  

on Adoption  

Keynote Speaker:  

Abbey Johnson  

Former Manager of Planned Parenthood  

Abortion Clinic in Bryan, Texas  

 

Tickets $50 or $450 for table for 10  

Register at NUFL.org to use credit card  

Make checks to : Nebraskans United for Life  

143 S. 38th St., Suite B  

Omaha, NE  68131  

Phone 402-399-0299 

Nine area Catholic schools will be administering their Scholarship and Placement Tests to all cur-

rent 8th graders on Saturday, January 9th . The results of the tests are used in the admissions 

process and to determine scholarship winners.  

Gross Catholic, 9:00am       Skutt Catholic, 8:00am    

7700 S. 43rd St.          3131 S. 156th St.  

Call Tim Johnk          Call Marie Williamson  

734-2000, extension 120        333-0818 

 

Duchesne Academy, 8:30am      Roncalli, 8:00am  

3601 Burt St.           6401 Sorensen Parkway  

Call Meg Jones, 558 -3800      Call Paulette Theisen, 571 -7670 

 

Mount Michael, 9:00am       Marian, 8:30am  

22520 Mt. Michael Rd., Elkhorn     7400 Military Ave.  

Call Eric Crawford, 289 -2541     Call Molly Woodman, 571 -2618 

  

Creighton Prep, 7:45     Mercy, 8:00am      St. Peter Claver, 8,9,10 & 11:00  

7400 Western Ave.      1501 S. 48th St.      5301 S. 36th St.  

Call Josh Luedtke, 548 -3872  Call Anne Zadina, 553 -9424  Call Anita Farwell, 734 -1802 
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RELIGIOUS 

EDUCATION  

895-0896 
 

Wednesday, January 6th  

 4:15pm RE Classes-Education Center  

 6:00pm RE Classes-Education Center  

 7:30pm RE Classes-Education Center  

 7:30pm 9th grade Family Night -Social Hall  

 *A T LEAST  ONE  PARENT  MUST  ATTEND  W/ CHILD *  

PRAYING  FOR  VOCATIONS  

31 Club Members  

 

Monday, Jan. 4 : Linda Gutchewsky  

Tuesday, Jan. 5 : Sue Korth  

Wednesday, Jan. 6 : Yvette Steier, Betty Bonner  

Thursday, Jan 7 : Cal Smith, Monica Hixson, 

Norbert Schneider, Doris Klitz  

Friday, Jan. 8 : Rod Dolton  

Saturday, Jan. 9 : Rita Byrnes  

Sunday, Jan. 10 : Ed Jarosz, Bernie Guilfoyle, 

Ray & Margie Pierson  

 

�,�W�·�V���H�D�V�\���W�R���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H�����3�L�F�N���D���G�D�W�H���D�Q�G���D�W�W�H�Q�G��
an extra Mass each month on that date to pray 

for an increase in vocations.  

 

For more information on how you can become a 

member of the 31 Club please call the office at 

895-0808 or email mjohnson@sjvomaha.org.  

CLASSY SENIORS  

Come join us on Thursday, January 14th at 

12:00 Noon in the Social Hall for our potluck 

luncheon with a Hawaiian theme.  

Members bring a potluck dish. Non -members 

�E�U�L�Q�J���D���G�L�V�K���S�O�X�V�����������:�H�·�O�O���E�H���S�O�D�\�L�Q�J���F�D�U�G�V���	���R�U��
games. Bring your favorite!  

Annual dues for 2010 are $10 per person.  

At the Masses next weekend we will have the opportunity to learn about the new Catholic Family 

Awareness Program through the Catholic Cemeteries.  

 

In the near future, a member of the program will be contacting each of our Parish families to person-

ally deliver a Catholic Family Emergency Record Guide as a gift from the Church and our Catholic 

Cemeteries. This book will be of value to you someday in the future and provide you with the rights 

and privileges you should know as a Catholic.  

 

If for any reason you do not wish to be contacted to receive the book and this valuable information, 

please call the Omaha Archdiocese Catholic Cemeteries at 391 -3711 and your name will be removed 

from the list.  

Discernment Retreat at St. Benedict Center  

Friday, Jan. 22nd 7:30pm to Sunday, Jan. 

24th after lunch  

Are you searching for meaning, trying to make 

good decisions, making an important life choice in 

the next year, choosing a marriage partner, 

changing jobs, going back to school or considering 

vowed life as an option for the future? This re-

treat will cover St. Ignatius rules for discernment 

�D�Q�G���6�W�����%�H�Q�H�G�L�F�W�·�V���Z�L�V�H���D�G�Y�L�F�H���I�R�U���D���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O���U�X�O�H��
of life. The retreat is a great resource for helping 

�\�R�X���W�R���P�D�N�H���´�*�R�G-�F�H�Q�W�H�U�H�G�µ���F�K�R�L�F�H�V���L�Q���G�D�L�O�\���O�L�I�H����
Questions on the retreat content, call Teresa at 

289-2670 or psm@prosanctity.org.  

 

Program fee is $60. Rooms per night: Single Occu-

pancy is $40 plus tax, double occupancy is $33 

plus tax. Meals per day: $22.75 plus tax.  

 

Registrations are on bulletin board in Narthex or 

visit their website at www.StBenedictCenter.com 

or email at Retreats@StBenedictCenter.com.  


