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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

In This Year of the Priest 

“What ought we to do?” Let joy and gladness 

show forth in you. You are called to be the pres-

ence of Jesus.                 (Luke 3:10-18) 

 Dear Parishioners, 

 “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say. Rejoice! 

The Lord is near.” Thus begins the Liturgy for the 

Third Sunday of Advent. We are called to be joyful in 

anticipation of the Lord’s visitation in the opening 

prayer: “Father…ever faithful to your promises and 

ever close to your Church: the earth rejoices in hope of 

the Savior’s coming and looks forward with longing to 

his return at the end of time.” 

 The Readings reflect the same spirit: The 

prophet Zephaniah: “Shout for joy, O 

daughter Zion! Sing joyfully, O Israel! Be 

glad and exult with all your heart, O daugh-

ter Jerusalem! The Lord, your God, is in 

your midst, a mighty savior; he will rejoice 

over you with gladness, and renew you in his 

love, he will sing joyfully because of you, as one sings 

at festivals.” 

 The Psalm also reflects it: “God indeed is my sav-

ior: I am confident and unafraid. My strength and my 

courage is the Lord, and he has been my savior. With 

joy you will draw water at the fountain of salvation.”  

 And St. Paul exults in his letter to the Philippians 

that they should rejoice in the Lord always. “Your 

kindness should be known to all, The Lord is near…

The Peace of God that surpasses all understanding will 

guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.” 

 Here in the middle of the Advent season we are 

called to rejoice in the anticipation of the Lord’s com-

ing in grace this year. The central theme of the Liturgy 

is one of hope, whether for the Jews in captivity, or 

Omahans in need of the emotional peace and security 

in our world today. For some it is putting aside sin and 

guilt that plague their lives. For others it is dealing 

with the stresses of life; however each person is af-

fected by them. 

 John the Baptist then enters the picture in our 

Gospel reading today. He proclaims repentance to pre-

pare for the coming of the Redeemer: “Whoever has 

two cloaks should share with the person who has none. 

And whoever has food should do likewise….Stop col-

lecting more than what is prescribed….Do not practice 

extortion, do not falsely accuse anyone, and be satisfied 

with your wages….Exhorting them in many other 

ways, he preached good news to the people.” 

 We are called to be happy people these days be-

cause the Lord is near. The world has always had rea-

son to be frightened. The effects of sin are to be found 

everywhere: war, poverty, famine, terrorism, and the 

other disorders we hear on the news every day. The 

disorder is real and relentless. Yet in our liturgy today 

we are called to be people of joy and peace because the 

Lord is near. Our Communion antiphon: “Say to the 

anxious: be strong and fear not, our God will come to 

save us.” 

 The Old Testament reflects the relationship of the 

Jews and God. So much of their history in-

cludes times of slavery, exile, defeat, sinful-

ness, failure to live as God’s people. The 

prophets are God’s spokespersons to remind 

them that they are His people and that He is 

with them in their distress.  Their role is to 

call the people to accountability and responsi-

bility in keeping the covenant but also to be the heralds 

of hope in times that might lead to despair. The prom-

ise was that God would send a Messiah who would re-

store the good fortunes of God’s people. 

 As God’s people today, we have the same predica-

ments in our lives. The Prophets have the same mes-

sage for us: live the covenant every day and be people 

of hope because the Lord will come to save us.  

 We have cause to rejoice today because the Lord is 

near. He is always available in Eucharist and in the 

special ways that He will come to us in Christmas 

grace. John the Baptist reminds us to prepare for His 

coming by casting away sin and opening ourselves to 

Him. And rejoice in the Lord always. 

 God’s blessings on you and all those dear to you. 

 Sincerely in Christ, 

 Father Pat McCaslin         
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Baptisms 
Our Welcome Your Child Baptism preparation pro-

gram consists of two mandatory sessions, each last-

ing two hours. All registered parents having a child 

baptized will be required to attend, even if they have 

had a child baptized before. Please plan to attend 

classes after your child has been born. 

Please call the Parish Office at 895-0808 

 to sign up for classes. 

Upcoming Classes: 

Sunday, January 10th and Tuesday, January 12th 

 (NOTE DATE CHANGE DUE TO NEW YEARS HOLIDAY) 

Sunday, February 7th and Tuesday, February 9th  

Sunday, Class on Sunday begins after the 9:30am 

Mass, class on Tuesday begins at 7:00pm.  

Please meet downstairs in the Education Center, Rm 9 . 

Upcoming Baptisms: 

Sunday, January 17th at 9:30 Mass 

Sunday, February 14th at 9:30 Mass 

Sunday, Expectant Parent Blessing: 

Sunday, January 17th at 11:30 Mass 

CONTRIBUTIONS LAST SUNDAY 
 

Unavailable at time of printing. 

Giving Trees 

We will again provide “gifts” for the needy in 

our community this Christmas season. Our 

“giving trees” will be up in the Narthex  

throughout Advent. Please take a tag and 

place the UNWRAPPED item in the con-

tainers in the Narthex outside the parish of-

fice by next Sunday, December 20th. 

Winter Coat Drive 

Winter is almost here! Unfortu-

nately, that means dangerous tem-

peratures are also on the horizon. 

Your donation of a clean coat, free 

from holes & tears can provide much relief for a 

child or adult who needs one. Please place your do-

nations in the large box in the Narthex. Coats only 

please! Thank You!  

Important Tax Information: There is a special 

rule for individual retirement contributions that 

must be completed on or before December 

31, 2009.  This IRA contribution rollover provi-

sion allows people age 70½ or older to exclude 

up to $100,000 from their gross income for a tax-

able year for direct gifts to St. John Vianney par-

ish from a traditional IRA. If you would like to 

donate from a Roth IRA, please check with your 

tax consultant as special limitations apply. 

SENIOR PARISHIONERS 

S.J.V. Classy Seniors are extending an 

invitation to all Senior Parishioners to 

join us at one of the monthly events. 

You do not have to be a member to at-

tend. It’s a great way to socialize and 

meet others our age. 

Come join us for our January 14th pot-

luck in the social hall at Noon.  

Check the bulletin for further details 

on events.  

Parishioners must deliver checks by December 31st in 

order to claim as a charitable contribution deduction for 

2009. Checks that are placed in the church offering on 

the first Sunday of 2010 will not qualify for a charitable 

contribution deduction for 2009 even if the check is pre-

dated to 2009 or was actually written in 2009. However, 

checks that are written, mailed and postmarked in 2009 

will be deductible in 2009 though they are not received 

by us until 2010. 

Thank you very much for your generous  

donation to our Center. We do appreciate 

your interest in and your support of our 

programs and our clients.  

      Mary 

      Stephen Center 
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RELIGIOUS 

EDUCATION 
895-0896 

Wednesday, December 16th 

 4:15pm RE Classes-Education Center  

 6:00pm RE Classes-Education Center  

 7:30pm RE Classes-Education Center    

SJV LIVING NATIVITY 

TONIGHT! 
 

     Load your family in the car and drive 

them through our Living Nativity tonight 

between 7:00pm-9:00pm. What a great way 

for them to experience the beauty of that 

joyous night. 

     Feel free to stop inside after for some 

hot chocolate and goodies! 

Due to the holiday printing schedule, all infor-

mation for the December 27th bulletin must 

be in by NOON on Thursday, December 17th. 

Here is a great parent website from the  

National Federation for Catholic Youth  

Ministry: 

http://www.nfcym.org/family/index.htm 

PRAYING FOR VOCATIONS 

31 Club Members 

 

Monday, Dec. 14: Mary Drew 

Tuesday, Dec. 15: Bob Dietsch, Nona Furlong, 

Lorraine Siemek 

Wednesday, Dec. 16: Joyce Dolton 

Thursday, Dec. 17: Rita Pecha, Michele Rooney  

Friday, Dec. 18: Phyllis Finn, Marianne  

Hayduk, Virginia Spethman 

Saturday, Dec. 19: Shirley Des Rosiers, Lois 

Givens 

Sunday, Dec. 20: Dee Hobza  

 

     It’s easy to participate. Pick a date and at-

tend an extra Mass each month on that date to 

pray for an increase in vocations. 

     For more information on how you can become 

a member of the 31 Club please call the office at 

895-0808 or email mjohnson@sjvomaha.org. 

TEC RETREAT 

If you are a junior, senior or college student, you 

are invited to a dynamic three-day retreat called 

TEC (Teens Encounter Christ). TEC is a high-

energy,  youth-focused, spirit-directed faith ex-

perience offered by the Archdiocese of Omaha. 

The next TEC retreat is Jan. 16-18 in Omaha. 

The Omaha TEC will be held at Archdiocese Re-

treat and Conference Center. The cost is $60. 

(Scholarships are available). Applications avail-

able online; www.archomaha.org.  

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 
 

RECONCILIATION SERVICES: 

Monday, December 21st  at 1:30pm and 7:00pm  

 

MASS SCHEDULE: 

Thursday, December 24th at 5:00pm, 5:10pm 

(in Social Hall) and Midnight (music begins at 

11:30) 

Friday, December 25th at 7:30am, 9:30am & 

11:30am. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Thursday, December 31st at 5:30pm 

Friday, January 1st at 7:30am,9:30am & 11:30am 

Please continue to pray for our military  

men and women and their families.  
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THE WEEK AHEAD 
 

Monday, December 14th 

 8:00pm Al Anon-Ed. Center, Room 8 

Tuesday, December 15th 

 1:00pm Pinochle-Ars Room 

 7:30pm AA-Youth Room 

Wednesday, December 16th 

 4:15pm RE Classes-Education Center 

 6:00pm RE Classes-Education Center 

 6:00pm Adult Choir party-Social Hall 

 7:30pm RE Classes-Education Center 

Thursday, December 17th 

 8:00am Legacy Society meeting-Conf. Room 

 10:00am Al Anon-Youth Room 

 6:30pm Parish Council meeting-Conf. Room 

 7:00pm RCIA-Ars Room 

Friday, December 18th  

 10:00am Mass at Good Samaritan 

 6:30pm Wedding of Jill Fahnholz &  

                       Daniel Wilson  

Saturday, December 19th 

 8:00am Cleaning Crew 

 9:00am Youth Choir-Church 

 2:00pm Wedding of Micaela Moderow &  

                       Eric Harbison  

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

Monday, December 14th 

 7:00am † Tonya Honaker  

 9:00am † Bernard Van Sant 

Tuesday, December 15th 

 7:00am    Intention of Dee & Jack Bartek 

 9:00am † Arthur Buse 

Wednesday, December 16th  

 7:00am † The Bushaw Family 

 9:00am † Virgil V. Ratkovec 

Thursday, December 17th 

 7:00am  † Pete Des Rosiers  

 9:00am † William Furlong 

Friday, December 18th 

 7:00am † Bob Vranes 

 9:00am † Don Elliott 

 10:00am † Our friends from Good Samaritan @ 

          Good Samaritan 

Saturday, December 19th 

 7:00am   † Ray R. Vail 

  4thSunday of Advent  

 5:30pm † Jodi Weiler 

Sunday, December 20th 

 7:30am  † Craig Hofsheier 

 9:30am   For the living parishioners 

 11:30am † Mary Ann Foerster 

12/19-20 Saturday 

5:30pm 

Sunday 

7:30am 

Sunday 

9:30am 

Sunday 

11:30am 

Presider Fr. Pat Fr. Pat Fr. Dennis Fr. Jack 

Eucharistic 

 Ministers 

C. Jenkins 

to Millard Manor 

R. Balwanz 

to Good  

Samaritan 

1. J. Choi 

3. N. Furlong 

5. G. Hartquist 

7. M. Hartquist 

 

 

 

1. J. Kronschnabel 

3. P. Finney 

5. J. Savage 

7. L. Finney 

1. C. Luczynski 

3. M. Janousek 

5. M. Johnson 

7. M. Lander 

1. F. Telich 

3. R. Peterson 

5. C. Thramer 

7. J. Thramer 

Lectors 1. M. Bruckner 

2. M. Munro 

1. B. Jones 

2. M. Drew 

1. L. Wragge 

2. P. Fuller 

1. K. Gurnett 

2. K. Brand 

Servers 1. B. Lavelle 

2. M. Lavelle 

1. A. Fisher 

2. J. Fisher 

1. E. Gregor 

2. C. Kohles 

1. A. Thramer 

2. N. Prochaska 

Gift Bearers Tom & Michelle 

Costello 

Gary & Sharon 

Babel 

Mark & Michele 

Bestenlehner 

Devin Brisco Family 

M
IN
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Y
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U
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E

 

Please remember in your prayers all our loved ones 

who have passed away recently, especially . 

If you have a loved one who has recently passed away 

and would like their names listed, please call the office.  

Until further notice, #5 and #7 EMs will now be responsible for setting up  

before Mass and cleaning up after Mass. #5 will bring the Eucharist to the altar. 
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MASSES 
Monday-Friday ................................. 7:00am & 9:00am 

Saturday ............................................ 7:00am & 5:30pm 

Sunday .................................. 7:30am, 9:30am,11:30am 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
Parish Office .......................................... (402) 895-0808 

Religious Education Office .................... (402) 895-0896 

Fax .......................................................... (402) 932-1336 

E-mail address .............. mjohnson@sjvomaha.org 

Web Site ..................................... www.sjvomaha.org 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Monday-Thursday ................................ 8:00am-9:00pm 

Friday .................................................... 8:00am-5:00pm 

Saturday ................................................ 8:30am-1:00pm 
 

PASTORAL STAFF 
Fr. Pat McCaslin ................................................. Pastor 

Fr. Jack Cuddigan, SJ ........................ Assistant Pastor 

Fr. Dennis McNeilly, SJ ..................... Assistant Pastor 

Fr. Paul Vasquez ...................................... In Residence 

Joseph Choi ........................................................ Deacon 

John Kronschnabel ............................................ Deacon 

Chuck Luczynski ............................................... Deacon 

Harold Sawtelle ................................................. Deacon 

Frank Telich ...................................................... Deacon 
 

PARISH STAFF 
Brian Corey ....................................... Pastoral Minister 

Cecelia Grossman ............................Business Manager 

David Grossman ..................... Bldg/Property Manager 

Mary Johnson ........................... Secretary/Receptionist 

Sr. Marietta Kerkvliet ...........Director of Religious Ed. 

Marcia Potts ..................................... Pastoral Assistant 

Tim Van Roy .............................. Development Director 

Christyne Vranes .... Parish/Religious Ed. Coordinator 
 

 

 

PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Pat Mategrano 333-9686 ............................... President 

Kelly Korth 895-9665 ............................. Vice President 
 

REGISTRATIONS 
In the Narthex by the Family Room 

 

HOSPITAL VISITS 
If you or a family member are admitted into the 

hospital and would like to be visited by someone from 

our Hospital Ministry, please call the parish office at 

(402) 895-0808. Hospitals no longer contact us 

with names of patients. 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
4:00-5:00pm Saturday, and by appointment. 

 

BAPTISMS 
See schedule in bulletin for dates  

of Baptism Classes and Masses. 
 

WEDDINGS 
Contact church at least six months in advance. 

 

MOVING 
Contact parish office (402) 895-0808. 

 
BULLETIN DEADLINE 

Tuesday by 12:00 noon. 

All bulletin information submitted will  

be subject to review for content and editing  

due to space availability. 
 
 
 

LECTOR ANNOUNCEMENTS 
All announcements to be read at Masses need to be 

into the parish office by NOON on Friday and are 

subject to review for content. 
 
 
 

St. John Vianney Catholic Church 

5801 Oak Hills Drive, Omaha, NE  68137 

Help Lines 
Alcoholics Anonymous……………………..556-1880 

AL-ANON……………………………………….553-5033 

Domestic Abuse………………………………558-5700 

Gamblers Anonymous………………………978-7557 

Parents Asst. Line…………………………...397-9909 

Project Rachel………………………..1-800-964-3787 

Prayer Request Line……call the parish office or 

     email sjvprayerline@hotmail.com 

PASTORAL DIRECTORY 

Looking Ahead 
 

December 12 Imad here 

    Living Nativity 

December 13 Living Nativity 

December 21 Reconciliation Services 

December 25 Christmas 

 


