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FROM THE PASSKOR0S DE

Dear Parishioners,

Happy Thanksgiving D
that we have a day dedicated to gratitude! The P
grims had it right when they came to this land to
find freedom and were truly grateful to God for th
new life they were celebrating. And we today hav
all the reasons in the world to be grateful to God
and to all those who are special to us that we ha
been called into relationship and frien
ship. Life is about relationships, so we
thank God for them.

As | reflect on my own reasons, |
hope you can be in touch with yours. |
am glad | was born, especially since |

meaning of Community and the gift that we are f@r
a gne anotleen Their lovet for theoliturdyewad thete f
il-me every day and | caught it. | learned a lot of the-
ology and came to appreciate what it means for us
e to be the Body of Christ.
e Priesthood is a wonderful mystery that | stanc
in awe that | am part of it. God is the great Myste
veand | am privileged to enter into it and share my
LOyvN y@dergtpr}ding of it with you. | have
where | experience the l0ved every minute of my life. Eight
grace of God more thanyears at the Cathedral, two at Winne-
almost anywhere. Wherbago, fifteen with the Deacon Commu-
the God in me meets theyity and the people of St. Therese Parish.
God in you, it is Thirteen years at St. Leo the Great, an apt

fRel ati on

special moment whethe

was the thirteenth child! And | am glad
was born when | was, during the depre
sion days (1936) when everyone suffe

it happens in preaching
or in the Narthex after

Mass. 0

hardship but they did it together. | am

description of a wonderful community of
faith. And now | have been over ten ye

with you in this worshipping community.
Every day | love to get up and celebrate

gl ad we had I|little of
learned early about the value of sharing and sac
ficing for others. And | am especially grateful that
God placed me in the McCaslin family because it
was there that | discovered God.

God has always been very important to me
even as little boy. God was almost physically pre
sent in my home, or at least He seemed to be. A
the God that was there was very gentle and kind
me. He led me to appreciate life, especially when
dealt with death because He assured me that de
was not an end and that the deceased were alive
heaven. | knew that when | was five! At the same
time | knew | was going to be a priest so | could
tell others about it. | am grateful for that calling.

| am grateful for my education in a Catholic
setting, Holy Angels and Creighton Prep. As | wa
growing up like every other kid, | appreciated the
support system that those settings provided. | an
grateful for the Dominican Sisters and Jesuits wh
had dedicated their lives to kids like me. And | an

truly grateful to my parish, Holy Angels, who
taught me a lot about Christian Community.

| spent four years with the Benedictine Fathers
and Brothers who spent their lives teaching semi
narians like me. They really taught me about the

S

tthe presenaecof GodlJesus iy aurgpdrish. Ane @k

[i- proud to be your pastor.

the grace of God more than almost anywhere.

When the God in me meets the God in you, it is
- special moment whether it happens in preaching
ndn the Narthex after Mass. | always feel like | am @

toprivileged character to be surrounded by people
1 [faith and hope, and who love me even as | love
atiyou.

2 in
God and to all those who have revealed Him to
in my lifetime.

May God bless you and all those special to y«

with the gift of gratitude too.
Sincerely in Christ,
Father Pat McCaslin

S

In This Year of the Priest
Jesus claims, GAnyone committed to the
t hrough hear s Conynityoarselfte .
truth and heed the voice of God.
(John 18:33-37)

| could go on forever about people who are s¢
special to me. Relationships are where | experiefice

So gratitude on this Thanksgiving Day goes t

f

e

us
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CONTRIBUTIONS LAST SUNDAY

November 15, 2009

Sunday collection: $12,114

Dollar collection: 449

Mark 12:43 -4 4 ficalling his disciples to him, Jesus said, 61 tel
more into the treasury than all the others. They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty,

put in everything 6all she had to |live on. 060

Baptisms Fr. Pat and the staff of St. John Vianney

Our Welcome Your Child  Baptism preparation pro- i ivi
gram consists of two mandatory sessions, each last- wishes you a very Happy Thanksglvmg.

ing two hours. Al registered parents having a child Masses on Thanksgiving Day will be at

baptizedlwill be _required to attend, even if they have 7:00am and 9:00am. Our parish offices
had a child baptized before. Please plan to attend . A
classesafter your child has been born. will be closed on Thursday, November 26

Please call the Parish Office at 895 -0808 and Friday’ November 27th.
to sign up for classes.

Upcoming Classes: o CLASSY SENIORS
Sunday, Dec. 6th & Tuesday, Dec. 8th T & Tuesday, December 1st at 5:30 will be
Sunday, Jan.10th & Tuesday, Jan. 12th ‘ . & our Christmas Party in the social hall.

Class on Sunday begins after the 9:30am Mass, class £ We will have a catered meal with
on Tuesday begins at 7:00pm. e |

Please meet downstairs in the Education Center, Rm 9 . ¢ 4’? Mlcha_el Walker as our gntertalnment.
Upcoming Baptisms: If you wish to participate in the gift ex-
Sunday, December 13th at 9:30 Mass change, please bring a $5 gift. The gift exchange is
Sunday, January 17th at 9:30 Mass optional.

Expectant Parent Blessing: Members, please take and fill out a survey at the
Saturday, December 12th at 5:30 Mass party, if you have not already done so. We would
Sunday, January 17th at 11:30 Mass like your input on any future events.

Our 6th annual St. John Vianneliving Nativity will take place Saturday, December 12

and Sunday, December 13th from 7:00:00pm.
Thefollowing ADULT volunteers are needed: SIGN UP
* Actors ~ %2 hour shifts available for each night. Costumes provided. IN THE
NO SPEAKING roles, just standing in quiet reverence. NARTHEX
* Traffic Shepherds Welcomes and directs cars at entrance of parking lot.
~~ PLEASESIGNUP ONLY IF YOU ARE SUREYOU CAN BEHERE THEREWILL BENO SUBSTITUTES~

*Bakers- Will bring homemade cookies or bars (already cut) by 6:30pm Saturday, Dec. 12th for those
who come inside to enjoy some hot chocolate and goodies.

DONATIONS NEEDED
MONEY (for costumes & supplies) Apple Cider Cinnamon sticks
Fireplace lightergthe long nose kird) VOTIVE candlegnot tea lights)
Canisters of Hot Chocolatéplease, NOT the large ones)

Please bring donations to the parish office. Thanks!
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RELIGIOUS
EDUCATION
895-0896

Wednesday, November 25th
NO CLASSES
Happy Thanksgiving!

Winter Coat Drive

Winter is just about here!

Unfortunately, that means dangerous tempera-
tures are also on the horizon. Your gift of a clean
coat, free from holes and tears, can provide
much relief for a child or adult who needs one.
Please place your donations in the large box lo-
cated in the narthex.

Thank You!

Please continue to pray for our
military  men & women and their families.

This week, the MORNINGS FOR MOMS
is_7KH :KR :KDW :KHUH

topic
KHQ

of Hugging 4 1RW D "KXJJHUW" <RX FDQ,R{

observe. Please join us this Tuesday morning
from 9:30-11:00 in the Youth Room for lots of
fun and friendly conversation.

For info call Janis Weaver 895 -3185.

A T HANKSGIVING PRAYER FOR YOU

Dear God,

In a world where much is available yet so many
still go wanting, we thank you for all you have
given us.

In a time when family life is often fragmented and
chaotic, we thank you for the family we have with
us today.

In a time when so many cannot express their faith
we thank you for our freedoms.

In a world that moves ever more quickly, we thank
you for this time today to share a meal with loved
ones and to rest, reflect and

refresh ourselves on this

Thanksgiving Day. Amen.
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CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS
This Christmas season we will again provide
the opportunity for you to have poinsettias
placed in the sanctuary in honor of relatives and
friends who have died, or in thanksgiving of
blessings received during the year. We are sug-
gesting a $10 donation for each person listed.
Please indicate the name(s) of your loved
ones with your check and place in your
CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA MEMORIAL enve-
lope found in your packet. Names of your loved
ones will be posted in the Christmas bulletin.
WE REGRET THAT ANY NAMES RECEIVED
AFTER DEC.11TH CANNOT BE POSTED .

Thanks to everyone who attended our CPR
clak &< SQpecial thanks to Mick Buscher, SJV
énBr\who presented the classes.

KA\

PRAYING FOR VOCATIONS
31 Club Members

Monday, Nov. 23 : Russ Baker

Tuesday, Nov. 24 : Dan Higgins

Wednesday, Nov. 25: Jeri Pollreis, Kelly Korth,
Cheryl Faust

Thursday, Nov. 26 : Emily Edmunds

Friday, Nov. 27 : Sharon Neal

Saturday, Nov. 28 : John Hannagan

Sunday, Nov. 29 : Jim Bemis
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an extra Mass each month on that date to pray
for an increase in vocations.

For more information on how you can become a
member of the 31 Club please call the office at
895-0808 or email mjohnson@sjvomaha.org.




