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FROM THE PASTORõS DESK 

Dear Parishioners, 

 Our Missionaries last week made many scrip-

tural references, and one of them that stood out to 

me was from Isaiah 43.The Lord says: ñFear not, 

for I have redeemed you; I have called you by 

name: you are mine.ò Many of us live in fear of 

various things that we are beset with, and God is 

reassuring us of His presence and providential care. 

We merely need to accept it. 

 God says: ñWhen you pass through the water, I 

will be with you; in the rivers you shall not drown. 

When you walk through fire, you shall not be 

burned; the flames shall not consume you. For I am 

the Lord, your God, the Holy One of Israel, your 

savior. I give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and 

Seba in return for you because you are precious in 

my eyes and glorious, and because I love you. I give 

men in return for you and peoples in exchange for 

your life. Fear not, for I am with you.ò 

 I especially like the notion that ñyou are pre-

cious in my eyes and glorious, because I love you.ò 

So often we lose sight of our own beauty and good-

ness, and have a difficult time granting that we are 

precious. How often I have said that God loves you 

no matter what, realizing that His love is not de-

pendent on you and your behavior. That is the great 

thing about Godôs love; it is unconditional and not 

dependent upon us. He simply loves us. Because He 

loves you, you are precious. 

 Along with His unconditional love, is his provi-

dential care. Often we are drowning in the demands 

of life, its stresses and uncertainties. Or the fires of 

demands put upon us from work or relationships. 

He promises that we will not be burned and the 

flames will not consume us. ñFear not, for I have 

redeemed you.ò ñI have called you by name: you 

are mine.ò Such is the love of God for you. He in-

vites you to trust Him and to place your fears in 

Him. He promises to relieve you. 

 God never wants us to think of ourselves as 

alone in this world. He is here with us, in the very 

core of our being. He gives us Church to always 

have others who are walking the walk of faith, who 

recognize sin and redemption too. He gives us Jesus 

who promises to be with us till the end of the world. 

Jesus is the ñBread of Life,ò the nourishment and 

sustenance of our very existence. He walks with us 

as we make the journey through the desert of life. 

 The imagery of the Manna bread from heaven in 

the desert story is very picturesque. The people are 

starving and wandering as they seek freedom from 

oppression. They wonder where God is now that 

they have escaped Egypt and slavery. Basic to their 

needs is food. God provides for them. Jesus refer-

ences that bread when He speaks of the Bread that 

He will give, bread that when eaten will totally sat-

isfy our needs forever: ñunlike your ancestors who 

ate and died nonetheless, the person who feeds on 

this bread shall live forever.ò  

 Life can be hard for all of us, at times at least. 

Our relationship with God begins with a recognition 

that we are loved, precious, and cared for. We are 

invited into the mystery of Christ by baptism. It 

means that we will be called to carry the cross with 

him to Calvary, knowing that we will also be called 

to resurrection and newness of life. So we some-

times suffer here in this life. But God promises that 

we are also in his hands as we do so, and we have 

hope that his love will always see us through. He 

knows when we are in a bad place. Our faith tells us 

that he wants us to come to a good place and will do 

all he can to get us there: ñYou are mine.ò 

 Jesus has chosen to be Brother to all of us, and 

that means he has shared our human experience to 

the full. We are invited to let his experience be a 

great consolation when times are tough and when 

they are good. He is the great expression of the love 

of God for us. ñGod so loved the worldéand he 

loved us such that he gave his life for us.ò Be not 

afraid. 

 Sincerely in Christ, 

 Fr. Pat McCaslin 

   

In This Year of the Priest  

 

If we dare to trust God with our lives, great 

things happen. Give God your total self.  

      (Mark 12:38 -44) 
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Baptisms  
Our Welcome Your Child Baptism preparation pro-

gram consists of two mandatory sessions, each last-

ing two hours. All registered parents having a child 

baptized will be required to attend, even if they have 

had a child baptized before. Please plan to attend 

classes after  your child has been born.  

Please call the Parish Office at 895 -0808 

 to sign up for classes.  

Upcoming Classes:  

Sunday, Dec. 6th & Tuesday, Dec. 8th  

Sunday, Jan.10th & Tuesday, Jan. 12th  

Class on Sunday begins after the 9:30am Mass, class 

on Tuesday begins at 7:00pm.  

Please meet downstairs in the Education Center, Rm 9 . 

Upcoming Baptisms:  

Sunday, December 13th at 9:30 Mass  

Sunday, January 17th at 9:30 Mass  

CONTRIBUTIONS LAST SUNDAY 

 
November 1, 2009 

Sunday collection:     $12,360  

Dollar collection:                   499 

 

         

 October 2009 Actual    Operating Building/Campaign  

Monthly Income:      $  67,576     $ 19,998 

  YTD* Income:        280,474        78,195  

Monthly Expenditures:        68,931        24,367  

  YTD* Expenditures:                $270,298           $103,674 

 

Total Budget  Income    $   355,357 

Actual Total Income          358,669 

$ Over Budget            $       3,312 

 

 

*7/1/09 to 10/31/09 

1 Timothy 6:17 - 19  
ñCommand those who 
are rich in this  
present worldéto do 
good, to be rich in 
good deeds, and to be 

generous and willing 
to share.  In this way 
they will lay up treas-
ure for themselves as 
a firm foundation for 
the coming age, so 
that they may take 
hold of the life that is 
truly life.ò 

The Parish Nurse Ministry 

will be offering a FREE CPR 

class this Tuesday, November 

10th from 6:30pm -9:00pm and 

Tuesday, November 17th from 

6:30pm-9:00pm. Please call 

the parish office to register. 

Need only attend one session.  

If you or your family experienced the 

loss of a loved one this past year, we 

invite you to join us for a special  

Memorial Mass on Friday,  

November 20th at 6:30pm. Follow-

ing the Mass, you are invited to a reception in the 

Social Hall. Throughout the month of November, 

we will have our shrine for the deceased relatives 

of the last year and our Memorial Book will be 

available for you to sign your relatives and 

friends who have passes Our priests will be re-

membering those reenrolled in the book at all the 

Masses on our altar during November.  

If you are able to Lector or be an EM at this 

Mass, please call Brian Corey in the parish office 

at 895-0808. 

Winter  Coat  Drive  

 

Winter is just about here!   

Unfortunately, that means 

dangerous temperatures are 

also on the horizon. Your gift of 

a clean coat, free from holes and 

tears, can provide much relief for a 

child or adult who needs one. Please place 

your donations in the large box located in the 

narthex.  

 Thank You!   




