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FROM THE PASTORõS DESK 

Dear Parishioners, 

 I read with interest and sadness of the kidnap-

ping of Fr. Michael Sinnott, the Irish Columban 

Father, in Mindanao, Philippine Islands. Because 

my deceased brother, Fr. Jim, was a Columban 

who worked in the Philippines for about 40 years 

and many of the Columbans in Bellevue are 

friends of mine and veterans of the Islands, even 

Mindanao. 

 The trouble in the south of the Islands, nota-

bly Mindanao, has been going on for decades. 

The terrorists are fundamentalist Muslims who 

have been trying to secede from the rest of the 

country. They have been extremely anti-Catholic 

for many years and have been doing this sort of 

terror to Priests and nuns and laity for a long 

time. They are part of the Alcaida network now, 

making things worse. 

 In some ways the present situation points out 

the danger of being a Catholic missionary in the 

present age. Fundamentalist Muslims are very 

anti-Christian, and as we know, they have strong 

tendencies to bring violence and terror to achieve 

their aims. It is not only Muslim terrorists who 

have been persecuting the Church. We can look 

at El Salvador in recent years for the murder of 

the Jesuits and their housekeepers, the Mercy 

Sisters and their companions, and Archbishop 

Romero murdered at the altar. It is thought that 

most of the latter have been killed by the govern-

ment forces that we have trained at the School of 

the Americas. The crime of those who were mur-

dered was the pursuit of justice for the poor in 

those countries. 

 A true Catholic missionary today, as always, 

involves the proclamation of the Gospel and its 

values. In practice today that involves the pursuit 

of justice for the poorest of the poor in the Third 

World. Those in power in those countries do not 

like Missionaries advocating for the poor. They 

would like them ñto stay out of politics.ò The 

problem is that the Gospel calls them to root out 

the causes of poverty so that people can live a 

decent life, raise their families, educate their 

children, etc. 

 When things like the abduction and kidnap-

ping of Father Sinnott happen, it is a reminder of 

what we as Catholic Christians are called to in 

the present day. It makes me proud that we have 

people of courage who go those situations in the 

Third World to try to alleviate the poverty of our 

brothers and sisters, and to bring the meaning of 

redemption to them. 

 Jesus never promised that discipleship leads 

to an easy life. Last Sunday those who ñgave up 

homes, children, etcò would receive a hundred 

times more, in this life, but ñwith persecution, 

and eternal life in the age to come.ò 

 When one of our own is maltreated like this, 

it ought to be our prayer that many more will be 

called to generously give themselves to replace 

him. That is how the mission of the Church will 

continue. Most of us wonôt be able to give a life-

time of missionary activity, but we should en-

courage our young men and women to, our chil-

dren and grandchildren to do so. The promise 

might involve ñpersecution,ò but it also promises 

a hundredfold of houses, brothers and sisters, 

mothers and children, and lands, and eternal life 

in the age to come.  

 This is World Mission Sunday. Send a few 

dollars to the Columbans (The Columban Fa-

thers, St. Columbans, NE 68056) in gratitude for 

Father Sinnott and all of them there who have 

given their lives to proclaim the Gospel. And 

pray for all the missionaries who are in those 

places of danger. 

 Sincerely in Christ, 

 Father Pat McCaslin  

In This Year of the Priest  

Whoever wants to be great must serve others. 

Who are the ones you consider ògreat?ó What 

can you do to carry on their legacy?  

      (Mark 10:35 -45) 
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Baptisms  
Our Welcome Your Child Baptism preparation pro-

gram consists of two mandatory sessions, each last-

ing two hours. All registered parents having a child 

baptized will be required to attend, even if they have 

had a child baptized before. Please plan to attend 

classes after  your child has been born.  

Please call the Parish Office at 895 -0808 

 to sign up for classes.  

Upcoming Classes:  

Sunday, October 4th and Tuesday, October 6th  

Sunday, Nov. 1st and Tuesday, Nov. 3rd  

Class on Sunday begins after the 9:30am Mass, class 

on Tuesday begins at 7:00pm.  

Please meet downstairs in the Education Center, Rm 9 . 

Upcoming Baptisms:  

Sunday, October 11th at 11:30 Mass  

Saturday, November 7th at 5:30 Mass  

Expectant Parent Blessing:  

Saturday, October 10th at 5:30 Mass  

Sunday, November 8th at 11:30 Mass  

CONTRIBUTIONS LAST SUNDAY 
 

October 11, 2009 

 

Sunday collection:     $10,978 

Dollar collection:                   467 

 
Psalms 39:5b ñEach manôs life is but a breath.ò 

             SJV CRAFT FAIR  
         Saturday, November 7th  

                9:00-3:30 

 
We are in need of volunteers for 

the following positions:  

    ~Hostesses  

    ~Kitchen Help  

    ~Bake Sale Help  

    ~Bakers for Bake Sale  

 

*Sign up today in the Narthex*  

 

Raffle Prizes:  

 1 $200 gift card to Walmart  

 1 $200 gift card to Target  

 

Tickets are $1.00 each or 6 for $5.00  

Purchase your raffle tickets now!!  

You do NOT need to be present to win!!  

Blood Drive �² Saturday, Oct. 24 th  

Donating blood is one of the most impor-

tant things that you can do for a stranger. 

Itõs a pint of blood for you, but for another 

it could be a life saved.  

As Americans become increasingly mobile, 

you can feel good knowing that when you 

donate blood through the Red Cross you may be 

helping patients not only in your local community, 

but also your friends and family across the nation. 

Make an appointment today and change a life, 

starting with your own. Schedule your appoint-

ment @ www.givebloodgivelife.org  or contact Ray 

Honaker, 681 -5345. 

 

Blood drive sponsored by the Knights of Columbus.  

The Parish Nurse Ministry 

will be offering a FREE 

CPR class on Tuesday,  

November 10th from 6:30pm

-9:00pm and Tuesday,  

November 17th from 6:30pm

-9:00pm. Please call the  

parish office to register. 

Need only attend one ses-

sion. 

Pro Sanctity All Hallows Eve Family Fall  

Festival with Saint Parade   

Oct. 31st, 4pm to 9pm.  

This is a great alternative to the usual Trick or 

Treat, or do both! We will have Hay Rack Rides, 

Games, Candy Bags, Saint Parades - bring a 

saint costume or we will provide one.  

$10 family donation or $5 per person. Join us 

anytime between 4 -9pm at 11002 N. 204th St. 

in Elkhorn. Questions call 289 -2670 or email 

psm@prosanctity.org.  


