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FROM THE PASTORõS DESK 

Dear Parishioners, 

 School bells are ringing again! This time of 

year brings back many fond memories of 

school mates and even teachers. As I think 

about them I realize how important my edu-

cation was and how lifelong friendships have 

made me who I am today. 

 The purpose of marriage is ñthe 

procreation and education of chil-

dren.ò That is a definition from many 

centuries ago and still remains true. 

The education and formation of our 

children is the centerpiece of family 

life. Encouragement and hope are two 

gifts parents give their children. Education is 

a very large part of that picture. 

 Many years ago I studied the meaning of 

ñpoverty.ò ñPowerlessnessò was the first part 

of the description. It means that a person is 

not in control of his/her future, and he lacks 

the wherewithal to change the situation.  

Many of us grew up ñpoorò in the depression 

and the ensuing years of the 30ôs and 40ôs. 

There was not a lot of money to go around. I 

can identify with that. 

 The kind of poverty I experienced was not 

what I experienced in the poor in the ghetto 

and reservation in the 60ôs. In both cases 

there was little money, but I had something 

special: hope. Not limited to education, but in 

a large part, hope pointed to better things. 

Personally I knew I had an education ahead of 

me because it was important to my family, 

even though we had little money. 

 Even today many of our youth in the 

ghetto and on the reservation do not finish 

high school. Poverty is still present in Omaha, 

unfortunately. Gangs offer something to those 

who have no hope in good things. Belonging to 

the gang gives a person some ñpower,ò but 

obviously not the kind of power that leads to a 

good life. We want our kids, all kids, to have 

hope in their future. Education is a big part of 

that. 

 Our own parish children and youth are 

very important to us. It is our hope and 

prayer that all of them will have another great 

year of education, increasing their self image, 

giving them the tools they need and will need 

in life.  

 Paramount to their growth is their 

religious education. I cannot imagine 

going into the present adult world 

without a good foundation in religion, 

including faith and practice. The chal-

lenges young people face today de-

mand moral principles  that render support 

for their actions in the face of an increasingly 

pagan world. I also find it difficult to see how 

an eighth grade religious education will pro-

vide enough for an adult in our world.  

 Our religious education program is as 

good as we make it in every home. Our teach-

ers work very hard to make the material in-

teresting. Most of us realize that our faith and 

formation comes more from home than a reli-

gious education teacher. But the reality is that 

the year will be ñsuccessfulò only in so far as 

the family creates the atmosphere of faith for-

mation and practice, and the teachers fill in 

the blanks with information. I feel teachers 

are handicapped when their students are not 

present at Sunday liturgy. Parents are the pri-

mary teachers of their children.   

 And so we begin another year of school. 

We pray together for all involved: children, 

parents, teachers, administrators, and reli-

gious educators. May every child find a wel-

coming classroom and generous teachers who 

will inspire him/her to develop and use the 

special talent God has provided. 

 Sincerely in Christ the Teacher, 

 Father Pat McCaslin   

ñMost of us realize 

that our faith and 

formation comes 

more from home than 

a  religious education 

teacher.ò 
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Baptisms  
Our Welcome Your Child Baptism preparation pro-

gram consists of two mandatory sessions, each last-

ing two hours. All registered parents having a child 

baptized will be required to attend, even if they have 

had a child baptized before. Please plan to attend 

classes after  your child has been born.  

Please call the Parish Office at 895 -0808 

 to sign up for classes.  

Upcoming Classes:  

Sunday, Sept. 13th and Tuesday, Sept. 15th  

Sunday, October 4th and Tuesday, October 6th  

Class on Sunday begins after the 9:30am Mass, class 

on Tuesday begins at 7:00pm.  

Please meet downstairs in the Education Center, Rm 9 . 

Upcoming Baptisms:  

Sunday, September 20th at 11:30 Mass  

Sunday, October 11th at 11:30 Mass  

CONTRIBUTIONS LAST SUNDAY 
 

   UNAVAILABLE AT TIME OF PRINTING  

In honor of our 35th Anniversary as a Parish, 

the office created a special commemorative DVD 

tracing our history as a parish.   This slideshow 

features over 170 snapshots and has a running 

time of  14 minutes.  If you would like a copy of 

òFaith, Family, and Friends:  35 years of St. 

John Vianney Parishó  they are available for 

$7.00.  Please call the parish office to place an 

order.  

The Creighton University Jesuit Community will 

host The St. Louis Jesuits  for a 35-year reunion 

concert at the Holland Performing Arts Center on 

Sunday, September 20th at 3:00pm. Proceeds 

from this concert will benefit both the Jesuit Mid-

dle School of Omaha and St. Peter Claver Cristo 

Rey High School in Omaha. All five original  

members of the St. Louis Jesuits, Bob Dufford, 

S.J., John Foley, S.J., Tim Manion, Roc OõConnor, 

S.J. and Dan Schutte will join together for this 

event.  

**Members of our 9:30 Adult Choir will be 

singing with other choir members from the 

Omaha area.**  

 Tickets for this event can be purchased online 

at TicketOmaha.org, by phone at 345 -0606 and at 

the box office located inside the Holland Center, 

13th & Douglas. Patronõs tickets ($75) will in-

clude a pre -performance concert reception with 

the St. Louis Jesuits, as well as prime seating at 

the concert. All other advanced tickets (ranging 

from $35 to $20, depending upon seating) will in-

clude a post concert autograph signing by the 

members of the group.  

Omaha Catholic College Week runs from Septem-

ber 8-10 at College of St. Mary, 7000 Mercy Road. 

OCCW is an opportunity for high school students 

and their parents to meet with over 30 Catholic 

Universities and Colleges all around the country. 

Admissions Reps will be available to answer 

questions and offer resources to assist students.  

INTERESTED IN CHECKING OUT THE 

CATHOLIC CHURCH?  

 

If you are *An adult who might be interested in 

becoming a Catholic,  *A spouse trying to under-

stand your partnerõs Catholic tradition, *An 

adult baptized Catholic who has not completed the 

sacraments or had much religious formation , 

then RCIA might be for you. Whether you were 

never baptized, baptized in another denomina-

tion; whether you have had lots of religious for-

mation or none at all -everyone is welcome. Call 

Marcia at the parish office, 895 -0808 and get 

the details. We begin meeting in September and 

it will be here before we know!  

Coincidence is when God chooses to  

remain anonymous.  



. 

 St. John Vianney Parish Community  4 20th Sunday in ordinary time - - August 16, 2009  

RELIGIOUS 

EDUCATION  

895-0896 
 

Wednesday, August 26th  

 6:00pm Opening Mass for grades 1 -6 

  and their parents  

Wednesday, September 2nd  

 7:30pm Opening Mass for grades 7 -9 

  and their parents  

 

We are still in need of the following teachers : 

4:15  1 First Grade  

  1 Fourth Grade  

6:00  1 First Grade  

  2 Fifth Grade  

  1 Sixth Grade  

7:30  3 Seventh Grade  

Please call the RE Office and donate your 

time to this very important ministry. 

Thank you.  

PRAYING  FOR  VOCATIONS  

31 Club Members  

 

Monday, August 17 :  Rita Pecha, Michele Rooney  

Tuesday, August 18:   Phyllis Finn, Marianne Hay-

duk, Virginia Spethman  

Wednesday, August 19 : Shirley Des Rosiers, Lois 

Givens 

Thursday, August 20 :  Dee Hobza 

Friday, August 21:   Mary Johnson  

Saturday, August 22 : John Bosco 

Sunday, August 23 : Russ Baker  

 
Itõs easy to participate. Pick a date and attend 

an extra Mass each month on that date to pray 

for an increase in vocations.  

 

For more information on how you can become a 

member of the 31 Club please call the office at  

895-0808 or email mjohnson@sjvomaha.org .  

CLASSY SENIORS  

On Thursday, August 20th, we will be going on 

a tour of Boystown. We will be going to 11:40 

Mass and then have lunch. The tour will follow 

lunch lasting about two hours. The cost of lunch 

is between $6-$7 and there is a donation of $2 

for the tour. NO  money will be collected ahead 

of time. If interested, please be in the SJV park-

ing lot by 10:45. We will car pool to Boystown.  

 

On Tuesday, September 15th, we will be going 

to Lincoln, where we will first visit a Quilt Mu-

seum, after which we will have lunch at the 

Governorõs mansion. Following lunch, we will 

visit a clock factory and end our excursion view-

ing three covered bridges.  

The cost of the trip is $30 for members and 

$33.50 for non -members. The bus will leave the 

SJV parking lot at 9:00 sharp. You will need to 

be in the parking lot by 8:45. We will be return-

ing around 5:00. If interested, your money needs 

to be in to Lee Sanford, 13930 Meadow Ridge 

Rd., 68138 by August 22nd. There will be no 

refunds after this date. Any questions, call Dee 

at 895-3546 or Nancy 895 -4134. 

Our theme for Religious Education this year 

will be òMary: the First Teacher of 

Jesusó. As part of this theme and as 

part of our classroom environment, 

we would like to place statues of 

Mary in each of our 15 classrooms. 

We are asking for you to purchase a 

statue in your name or in the memory of some-

one special to you. The cost of the 12 -14 inch 

statues will be $30 each. We will purchase them 

from Cosgraveõs. If you are able to help us with 

this, please contact S. Marietta at 895 -0896. 

Yoga for Seniors  

Tuesdays, 10:00-11:00am, Sept. 1 to Oct. 20 

$10 each session or $75 for eight sessions 

Servite Center of Compassion, 74th & Military  

 

Introductory Yoga class, designed for seniors,  

includes gentle poses, breathing exercises and 

guided imagery.  

Dawn Stasko, Whole Body Wellness Consultant, 

has worked in healthcare since 1991 with pul-

monary, cardiac and cancer patients.  

To register, contact Margaret Stratman, OSM 

at 951-3026. 
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8/22-23 Saturday  

5:30pm  

Sunday  

7:30am  

Sunday  

9:30am  

Sunday  

11:30am  

Presider  Fr. Jack  Fr. Pat  Fr. Dennis  Jack  

Eucharistic 

Ministers  

 

J. Pollreis  

to Millard Manor  

J. Navin  

to Good 

Samaritan  

1. B. Ackley  

2. J. Choi  

3. K. Martinez  

4. C. Potter  

5. K. Beran  

6. P. Money 

7. L. Bosco 

8. M. Bosco 

10. J. Bosco 

1. J. Sawtelle  

2. H. Sawtelle  

3. R. Milan  

4. M. Hayduk  

5. S. Blessing  

6.  

7. J. Pollreis  

8. B. Cannella  

10. C. High  

1. D. Klitz  

2. F. Telich  

3. M. Carlson  

4. M. Johnson  

5.  

6. D. Klitz  

7. B. Lichter  

8. C. Schanzer 

10. J. Schovanec 

1. C. Thramer  

2. J. Kronschnabel  

3. M. Neal  

4. L. Sanford  

5. K. Mazur  

6. J. Thramer  

7. C. Pratt  

8. J. Bemis  

10.  

Lectors  1. M. Bruckner  

2. P. Mategrano  

1. B. Jones 

2. M. Drew  

1. C. Slavik  

2. T. Bollerup  

1.  

2.  

Servers  1. J. Martinez  

2. T. Martinez  

1. J. Hartigan  

2. M. Fraass  

1.  

2.  

1. H. Denson  

2. B. Downey  

Gift Bearers  Dave Martinez 

Family  

Kelly & Sue 

Korth  

Win Lander 

Family  

Tom Kerfoot 

Family  

THE WEEK AHEAD  

Monday, August 17th  

 8:00pm Al Anon meeting -Ed. Center, Room 8  

Tuesday, August 18th  

 1:00pm Pinochle -Ars Room 

 7:30pm AA meeting -Youth Room  

Thursday, August 20th  

 10:00am Al Anon meeting -Youth Room  

 6:30pm Breakfast crew meeting -Conference Rm 

Friday, August 21st  

 10:00am Mass at Good Samaritan  

Saturday, August 22nd  

 8:00am Cleaning Crew  

 11:00am Wedding of Jean Bollerup &  

                       Austin Kelley  

 

  

MASS INTENTIONS  
Monday, August 17th  

 7:00am À Bill & Helen Schimick 

 9:00am À Janet Moline 

Tuesday, August 18th  

 7:00am  À Catherine A. Wills 

 9:00am À Bernard Van Sant 

Wednesday, August 19th  

 7:00am À Donna Mangan 

 9:00am À James Kouma 

Thursday, August 20th  

 7:00am  À  Virgil V. Ratkovec 

 9:00am À Ted Stolinski 

Friday, August 21st  

 7:00am À Anthony Ochoa 

 9:00am À Jerry Napora 

 10:00am À Our friends from Good Samaritan @  

     Good Samaritan  

Saturday, August 22d  

 7:00am    The intentions of our military  

   21st Sunday of Ordinary Time   

 5:30pm À  Jodi Weiler 

Sunday, August 23rd  

 7:30am    For the living parishioners  

 9:30am À Anne Krajicek 

 11:30am À Joe Grasso 

M
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Please remember in your prayers all our loved 

ones who have passed away recently, especially 

Mark Meiners, cousin of Mike. If you have a 

loved one who has recently passed away and would 

like their names listed, please call the parish office.  

The Breakfast Crew is looking for more help!!  

Please join us at an information meeting 

on Thursday, August 20th at 6:30pm in 

the Conference Room. All current help-

ers should be at the meeting, too. We 

cook breakfasts about 8 times a year, so if youõre 

looking for an easy way to volunteer at SJV, try 

us!!   

Please continue to pray for our  

military  men and women and 

their families.  


