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FROM THE PASTORõS DESK 

Dear Parishioners, 

 It is a very happy day for 46 of our parish 

children who make their First Holy Communion 

at either the 9:30 or 11:30 Masses. I offer my 

own personal congratulations and that of the 

parish to the kids and their families. It is the 

first ñpublicò act for the children and psycho-

logically it makes a big impression on them for 

life. 

 Most of us remember our day for various 

reasons. Certainly remembering the first time 

we receive Jesus is memorable. It seems there is 

a first time of feeling part of the community 

when we were not denied the host when mom 

and dad received. The psychologists say that 

this first public act, where a group larger than 

family pays its respects and honors the child, 

has lasting effects. The child feels the sense of 

belonging. So it is a special day for all of us. 

 In the liturgy we continue our Easter cele-

bration. The first reading is from the Acts of the 

Apostles and relates life in the early Commu-

nity. In the form of idealism, there was a form 

of living where the folks held everything in com-

mon. On first read, it seems there is a form of 

communism involved. It might be better to 

think of it as religious life as we know it now. No 

one owns anything and all the belongings are 

shared because they love one another. It is 

called living the life of poverty. 

 In addition, the early Church cared a great 

deal about the needy, and their needs were met. 

Today we still try to meet the needs of the poor 

in the various forms we know: shelters, food 

pantries, St. Vincent de Paul, etc. We do not do 

it perfectly in our parish, but we work hard at 

it. It is because our parishioners are generous to 

our various requests that we can do what we do 

to help people, especially now. 

 Our Gospel reading today refers to Easter 

Sunday night and Jesusô first appearance to the 

Apostles. In this instance Jesus looks like him-

self, showing them his hands and his side. His 

first words are: ñPeace be with you.ò They were 

clearly confused prior to his visit. They had 

been told by the women that they had seen him 

which, of course, would baffle anyone. How he 

appears to them and greets them with: ñpeace.ò 

 The first gift: the Holy Spirit and the power 

to forgive sin. It makes sense to me that forgive-

ness of sin would be among the first effects of 

the death and resurrection of Jesus. Sin and 

death are the two major effects of Original Sin. 

The purpose of the Incarnation (God becoming 

human) was to restore the relationship of God 

and humans. Sin, which disrupts the relation-

ship between God and us, and us and one an-

other, needed to be destroyed; or, at least, its 

effects needed to be destroyed. 

 Death is the worst of the dysfunctions 

brought about by Original Sin-even the body 

fails to work correctly within itself. Redemption 

includes two aspects of that effect, namely, eter-

nal life and the raising of our bodies from the 

grave. If you think about it, we really despise 

the idea that we will die and that our bodies will 

decay. We do not like the idea or the reality!  

 In the liturgy of Eastertime, we celebrate the 

resurrection because it is the victory of Jesus, 

and of us who share his humanity, over sin and 

death. The liturgy is filled with hope since we 

are still sinners and will eventually die. We need 

forgiveness and we need eternal life and even a 

body restored. That is why we have hope. 

 May God bless you and all those dear to you 

with that hope. 

  

 Sincerely in Christ, Risen, 

 Father Pat McCaslin 

Congratulations to our newest members of St. John 

Vianney! 

 Jennifer Korth  

 Amanda Martines 

 Anna Miller  

 Jill Oakeson 

 Danielle Swain 

 

This is our RCIA group who were received into the 

church on Holy Saturday. 
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Baptisms  
Our Welcome Your Child Baptism preparation pro-

gram consists of two mandatory sessions, each last-

ing two hours. All registered parents having a child 

baptized will be required to attend, even if they have 

had a child baptized before. Please plan to attend 

classes after  your child has been born.  

Please call the Parish Office at 895 -0808 

 to sign up for classes.  

Upcoming Classes:  

** NO  CLASSES  IN  M ARCH **  

Sunday, April 19th and Tuesday, April 21st  

Sunday, May 3rd and Tuesday, May 5th  

Class on Sunday begins after the 9:30am Mass, class 

on Tuesday begins at 7:00pm.  

Please meet downstairs in the Education Center, Rm 9 . 

Upcoming Baptisms:  

** NO  BAPTISMS  IN  M ARCH **  

Sunday,  April 26th at 9:30 AND 11:30 Mass  

Sunday, May 10th at 9:30 Mass  

Expectant Parent Blessing:  

Saturday, April 25th at 5:30 Mass  

Saturday, May 9th at 5:30 Mass  

As you continue to enjoy the beauty of our Easter 

flowers, please remember the following in your 

prayers:  

     Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Howland  

          Sally Ring Jensen  

          Agnes Mestecky  

          Frank J. Mestecky, Jr.  

          Frank J. Mestecky, Sr.  

          Joseph C. Plourde  

         Dutch Ring  

         Kathleen Ring  

The SJV Lenten Outreach Program  

Committee would like to express our 

thanks to all who donated items to the  

program. All agencies were very grateful 

for your generosity in caring.  

31 Club Members  

 

Monday, April 20th : Dee Hobza 

Tuesday, April 21st:  Mary Johnson  

Wednesday, April 22nd : John Bosco 

Thursday, April 23rd : Russ Baker  

Friday, April 24th : Dan Higgins  

Saturday, April 25th : Jeri Pollreis, Kelly Korth, 

Cheryl Faust  

Sunday, April 26th : Emily Edmunds  

 
For more information on how you can become 

a member of the 31 Club please call the office at  

895-0808 or email mjohnson@sjvomaha.org .  

CLASSY SENIORS  

Reminder to those who have reserva-

tions for our April outing to Mahoney 

for the buffet and theater on Satur-

day, April 18th. Please be in the SJV parking 

lot by 3:45pm. The bus will leave at 4:00 

sharp and return after the theater arriving at 

SJV around 10:30pm. Any questions call Dee 

895-3546 or Nancy 895 -4134. 

CONTRIBUTIONS LAST SUNDAY 
 

   April 19, 2009 

Sunday collection:     $12,134 

Dollar collection:                   749   

 

March 2009 Actual    Operating Building/Campaign  

Monthly Income:     $  75,792            $ 22,921 

  YTD* Income:     $639,767             211,049  

Monthly Expenditures:       80,623        30,539  

  YTD* Expenditures:    $766,732      227,723 

 

Total Budget Income    $886,539 

Actual Total Income      850,815 

Budget Shortfall              ($  35,724) 

*7/1/08 to 03/31/09 
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be given to you.  A good 
measure, pressed down, 
shaken together and running 
over, will be poured into your 
lap.  For with the measure 
you use, it will be measured 
�W�R���\�R�X���´ 


